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Verse 1. 


Or do you not know, brethren, (for I speak to those who know the law) that 
the law of man is Lord as long as he lives! 

Do I have to make it even clearer to you, after all that I have already said, that man is not justified 
before God through works of law? Has it not yet struck you that it is not the hearers of the law but 
the doers who will be justified before God? Have you not yet understood that there were not enough 
perpetrators among you, and still there are none? - Remember, then, as I have reproached you, that 
all praise has come to an end, 

- not by a law of works, but by a law of faith, and that by faith we in no way abolish a law, but rather 
represent it; - as I reproached you, that Abraham was justified before he received a commandment; 
that the law works wrath; And that sin - long before a Law was given through Moses - came into the 
world through one man's disobedience, and that we have fallen to a death in which all have sinned, - 
so that this death has reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those to whom a Law was not solemnly 
given from heaven like Adam and Mosi; - And finally, as I have reminded you, the Law, as we have 
it, was added later, so that the transgression became so much more, that the sin which reigned in death 
was confirmed and consolidated in its rule by the Law of Moses! - 

Have you not understood what I said to you: that it is over with all flesh since man has been 
condemned by the spirit of holiness as "flesh" since he came away from God? Is it not clear to you 
that all your work in this state has made you all the more condemnable and confirmed your judgment, 
and that our injustice must prove all the worse the more we have distinguished ourselves as something 
divine? 

You know that I have told you how you have been delivered from death and have become free 
from sin. You know that I have preached to you, who call each other just and holy, that only one is 
just, God; - that I have preached to you how God's righteousness is now revealed without law through 
Jesus Christ's faith to all and to all believers; how only God alone has administered the law of God 
and established the true chair of grace, as before and as now, Christ Jesus by faith in his blood; and 
how we, justified in vain by his grace through the redeeming in him - and therefore righteous by faith 

- have received eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord; that I reproach you for this, as sin and death 
remain with everything that is contrary to this, as sin rules in death and brings about death as its just 
reward. 

But, brethren, if it has not yet become clear to you after all this, I will now refer to your own legal 
doctrine, so that you may learn rightly how the matter is to be dealt with. For it is still sitting with 
you, as if some retention of the law would not bring you death and damnation, and to let the law go 
so completely does not seem to please you, because God himself gave it through Moses. 

It is certain that God himself gave the law through Moses. But if you still want to keep it, grace is 
of no use to you. And as long as you intend to give the Law a place next to Christ, you may at least 
claim bliss by grace: but you belong to Christ; 
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You remain far from God and without peace with Him; and the law retains its full right over you - 
because you do not believe. 

Or do you not know that the law is Lord over man as long as he lives? For ye know the law, and 
this makes me all the more glad to let you decide for yourselves. - Brothers, we are standing here on 
a narrow footbridge. Depart by a hair's breadth from the line I have drawn for you, whether to the 
right or to the left: you find condemnation everywhere, an unfathomable depth of lamentation 
everywhere. The love of Christ penetrates me. It must not be unknown to you that the law is Lord 
over man as long as he lives. No one may escape the law in an unlawful way; it remains firmly in 
place and unwaveringly upholds its right. When you, 

- if you want to be true to him, you owe it to yourselves to be completely and utterly faithful to him, 
for it condemns all half-life. - The righteous man by faith will live. For we are justified by faith, and 
grace prevails through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ. Your previous life was 
nothing but sin and death. We died with Christ, were raised with Him, and therefore live only in God. 
We are no longer alive. 

So what's the point of the law, and what do you care! Remember Jesus Christ of the seed of David, 
risen from the dead: or ye shall stand on your own account. And just as judgment is passed upon you 
as upon those who live under the law, so the law, according to its strictest law, keeping every tittle 
and iota, shall exercise its dominion over you; and whatever you acquire from Christ, and as you rely 
on God's grace, - you have nothing to expect but the reward of adulterers. 


Verses 2 and 3. 

For the woman who is subject to the man is bound to the living man by law; 
but when the man dies, she is loosed from the law of the man. 

But she will be an adulteress during her husband's lifetime, if she became 
another man; but if the man died, she is free from the law, so that she who 
became another man is not an adulteress. 

Suppose that if a woman were to fall in love with another man, she would have to suffer the legal 
punishment of adultery, would she not be so good and efficient in business? - But thou, when thou 
art gone away with death, dost thou still have dominion over thy wife? and is she an adulteress if thy 
kinsman or any other man would take her to be his wife? - 

Now then, what dominion has the law over you who have died? What right has the law over you 
who are not under the law? Are you afraid that it will condemn you after you have been deprived of 
its rule by justice, that is to say, in a lawful way? - Dearly beloved, will your wife also be afraid, 
where you went away with death, that she will be damned by a dead body, by a corpse, when she has 
become another man before God and the judiciary? - Or does the law require that a dead man be 
circumcised or sacrificed? - O my brothers, that the fear of the Lord may move you! If you would 
keep the law, you would be adulterers, and as such would be punishable by law if you 


4 



try to escape the law's authority by a means other than that of the righteousness of God. 


Verse four. 

In the same way, my brethren, you also have been killed according to the law 
through the body of the anointed one, that you might have become another, 
raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit to God. 

But now the law has no dominion over you, because you have been killed to him by the body of 
Christ. As little as the dead man hath dominion over his wife, so hath the law had dominion over you: 
for the man died unto the woman. The woman has suffered this mighty loss, and the man has been 
killed by her death. So also ye are slain unto the law by the body of the anointed: for in this body the 
law is dead: and as he is dead unto the law, so are ye not only free from the law, but are slain unto 
him by this very body. Observe this well! The law has not been subjected to violence, nor has it been 
pushed aside and denigrated, but its full right has been done to it; it has been dealt with as it ought to 
be dealt with; and in no other way than by the righteousness of faith are you deprived of the law. 

How did that happen? - Does not the law say, "Cursed is every one that abideth not in all things 
that are written in the book of the law, that he hath done it"? - And this curse has come upon you 
solemnly; this curse was your punishment, a condemnation, in that you did not abide in the words of 
the Law, and judgment has been passed upon you. You are slain. It is God Himself Who has 
conducted this trial, and has had you killed for the handling and glory of the Law. - But when the 
punishment has been carried out on the wicked, enough has happened to the Law. Now then, is not 
such a one killed from henceforth by the law? - Even so it is with you. But behold, how mighty is 
mercy in this process, how mighty! - It is not in you yourselves that this has been accomplished - for 
then you would have remained in eternal death - but in the body of Christ, who came in our place and 
killed for us. This Body of Christ is a law to the law, to demand nothing more from you; this Body of 
Christ has become a death to the law, having died and perished in this Body. This body of Christ has 
destroyed you and has done to the law all that it had to demand and punish of you; it has killed you 
by itself, therefore, according to the law, lest there should be left a claw in which the nature of the 
same dominion should be left. Keep therefore the body of Christ before you, and your being slain to 
the law by the same: and ye shall not be afraid to let the law pass, and ye shall obtain joy in being 
another, being delivered from an evil conscience, as though it were not right with you and the law, 
and as though ye were not righteous before Allah by faith. 

You must not be Christ and the law. To the law you are slain through the body of Christ; not that 
you might give room to the spirit of fear within you, but that you might now be one thing, belong to 
it completely in inviolable faithfulness and chastity, to delight in its love and live under its protection. 
But whose? He who was raised from the dead, who was given for our sins and raised up for our 
righteousness. After God gave him for us, God also raised him from the dead for us. It is not a simple 
or inferior man that I require you to marry; it is the Son of the living God who 
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took the law in himself and fulfilled it in our place by his death; who let the law die by dying, and 
who killed you to the law in yourself by being killed. And all these things he did for us, blamelessly, 
according to the eternal Spirit. 

Since, however, according to the law, the one on whom the death penalty is executed must remain 
in his death, it would not have helped us if we had been put to death to the law by his body; but 
because Christ did the will of God and died for us, God raised him from the dead, so that we who 
were dead from our death might pass over into eternal life. Just as he was killed in our place, so God 
raised him from among all the dead as the firstborn, that we might be his whole and complete 
possession, and that we might have life and righteousness in him from God. It may punish the law 
with death, but the commandment of God is the eternal law. It would not have helped us to have our 
guilt and punishment removed from us, because according to the will of God there should also be life, 
and so it is firmly established according to the spirit of holiness. This life is in him who was raised 
from the dead, so that you may have life in his community. 

God wanted the fruit. But by the law you have not borne fruit. Children you have begotten for 
yourselves, works done for you; children, not even of the law, but of adultery; not of God, but of 
yourselves, to impose them on God. - How could you and your works, how could we be pleasing to 
God or persevere in His fellowship, when we have been afraid of death all our lives? Even if we 
sometimes try to convince ourselves that the future will not find us reprehensible for the sake of God's 
gifts, how could we think that we could stand before God, when we ourselves became aware of many 
things within us, which like a worm devoured all the fruit we had harvested through a thousand 
hardships, so that every day our hope had to disappear anew! - Oh, that this theft of fruit, this 
confusion of how to offer fruit, still prevails among you! - Fruit, fruit! and yet they are not fruit, but 
a dead work, a modern plant, a tree without root, a striving for that which offered the appearance of 
the beginning of life. 

Do you now think that you will not bear fruit if you keep the law? Do you think it must be 
maintained, or are the works of the law necessary for righteousness? Do you think that it is at least 
necessary to criticize my Gospel for lowering the law? - Now, note how God handles the law! We 
shall have borne fruit of all things, and so it is on the Day of Judgment that the fruit will show the 
tree, and whether the fruit is pleasing in God's eyes, the fire will reveal it. But to have borne fruit in 
the sight of God is the first and highest commandment. But how can you God have borne fruit when 
the Law of Moses found you in death, when in such a state it demanded your life from you, or 
otherwise confirmed the judgment by curse, rejection and extermination! 

The Holy Law curses the dead living in sin, who are busy building a temple of dead bones on the 
bottom of a skeleton of sin, - who build a temple and an altar to which they dedicate themselves to 
God, daily calling upon Him in it that He may not condemn them, while they keep the use for 
themselves and for their fornication and idolatry. Take heed therefore to the grace of God! - So that 
we do not have the law against us, but have borne fruit to God, it is His own doing, counsel, work 
and pleasure in us, that you, having fellowship in the body and blood of Christ, in this fellowship 
killed by the law, without timidity or doubt, as a grieved and frightened widow, give yourselves to 
another man, to Him - who is raised from the dead - that in this fellowship you may have His life. His 
righteousness, grace, peace, 
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love and faithfulness you believe in each other completely. It is the promise of the law: "Do this, and 
you shall live." Christ, having come to do the will of his God, is heir to life and blessing. Overcoming 
death by his death, he, the prince of life, could not be kept from death: rather, God, having sent him 
in the likeness of sin-flesh and sin-for-flesh, executed sin in the flesh, and then raised him from the 
dead according to his promise. - And now it is God's will that we hear Him and be His, and that we 
therefore be heirs of the promise of life and blessing in Him who lives and does not die, and who, as 
He died to sin once and for all, lives God. Now this is God the Father's wedding and marriage feast 
day, which we are experiencing today, when, for the handling of His majesty and for the witness of 
His righteousness. He has a poor bride - whom He cannot leave before Him for the sake of His glory, 
without taking away her poverty before His eyes and making her rich, that she, the barren woman, 
may be a mother of seven, eternally united with a man whom he himself raised up for her, with his 
holy child Jesus, in communion of all the heavenly and spiritual goods of God the Father and Christ. 


Verse 5. 

For when we were in the flesh, the passions of sinners, that is, the passions 
of the law, were made operative in our members, to bear fruit unto death. 

It was not so in the past, dear ones! since we did not yet have the faith of Christ, since we were 
still in the flesh, since the Spirit of God did not yet dwell in us, and since we were still living entirely 
under one law, imagining our prerogatives before others, - prerogatives, however, of great value, had 
they been with us by faith, - since we were dead in our transgressions and sins, while we thought we 
were alive. 

But behold, all flesh is begotten of flesh, and only that which is begotten of the Spirit 
- Spirit! After all, all flesh that does not have the life of God, the Spirit of Christ, is distant from God 
and with all its poetry and striving is not subject to His law. - How did we do it then, when we were 
still in the flesh? since, although we were diligently trying to conform our lives and actions to a law, 
we were surrounded by curse, death and damnation, by God's aversion and wrath - just as we clung 
to God's temple and altars; at that time, when the grace of God, which rules into eternal life through 
righteousness through Jesus Christ, had not yet shone over and in us; when we - in the midst of the 
shadows and darkness of the fleshly commandment, as flesh loves it and makes a pharisaic statement 
about it - were still far from the clear light of the gospel of the Kingdom of God: How did we do then, 
and how would we have done then? - O, let yourselves be taught by open confession what fruit will 
come out of it, where one seeks to keep the law; for in those days things were so coarse, how fine 
will the abominations be, where one opens one's ears and heart to a law after hearing Christianity. 
While we were still in the flesh, we did not bear fruit to God, but the passions of sins, passions through 
the law, worked powerfully in our members, with the necessary success that death was and must have 
been borne. - So it was then in general; how will it be now in detail, if you still somehow 
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stick to the law! Since we did not yet believe, there was everywhere the attitude, understanding and 
wisdom of the flesh, which is nothing, because hatred, aversion and enmity against God. How would 
we have liked life in such a death! how would we have liked the love of God in such hatred, which 
humiliates man and makes his nothingness visible, precisely where it comes to the fore in its own 
way! - God had said, and he was serious about it, "Do this, and you shall live!" And we reached into 
this word as if we could blow it away, unmindful of our sin and our death, as the Spirit of Holiness 
demands. When God said: "You shall love me with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your 
strength, and your neighbour as yourself," we immediately set to work; but we distorted the meaning 
of the Spirit in the flesh. The law made us active; but selfish, selfish and hostile to God, as we were, 
the sufferings of sins of all kinds came forth through the law instead of the love of God, instead of 
good works, instead of Godly service. And just as we thought we were masters next to God, like him 
and "one God", so we ourselves wanted to be creators and producers. But what came out of us? - 
Passions full of toil and bitterness; passions that we could hardly resist enough to drag us along with 
them, no matter how we attacked them; passions of spiritual and physical sins, idolatrous or physical 
heat, fornication, lies, deceit, false testimony, hypocrisy and all kinds of abominations and acts of 
violence; these passions of sins came to us and came out of us precisely where the law commanded 
the love of God and neighbor - holiness - and forbade us all confinement - impurity and 
unrighteousness. For we nevertheless held fast to the law and were converted forever. And behold, 
there was repentance after repentance, repentance after repentance, sacrifice after sacrifice; but the 
passions remained, and the more we thought by the law to kill and eradicate them, the stronger they 
worked in our members, in our hearts, minds, senses, wills, thoughts, souls and bodies. They 
weakened us incessantly, these passions, for so it pleased the flesh, made us fruitless and pregnant 
with fruit, which death, in whose jurisdiction we remained, appropriated into its jurisdiction; and in 
this way we would have fallen into the hands of the one to whom we belonged, the one who has the 
power of death, and we would have been disgraced in eternal damnation by the very law. For the law 
condemns precisely this, this lust of the flesh, this lust of the eyes and this arrogance of life; the law 
wants the lust of God, not to see and to think, but to obey faith: - that one may do justice and mercy, 
judge a just judgment and walk humbly with his God. 

Behold, this was the hard slavery and servitude in which we were held by the law which demanded 
of us dead lives, of us weak powers, of us incapable virtuousness, - which demanded a perfect work 
in constant readiness; which never gave us wages, because our work was always wrong, never by the 
standard of the law, and because it came out stinking in our dead hands. And just as we ourselves 
were in slavery, so was what we had begotten; and just as we ourselves were reprehensible and to 
death because of the passions of sin, - so our fruit was the vain birth of these passions. 
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Verse 6. 


But now we have been set free from the law because it died, in which we were 
held down, so that we serx’e in spirit-newness and not in the old essence of 
the letter. 

Behold, dear brethren! Therefore, we should let the law go entirely and give it to him who alone 
has known how to handle it and to administer it, through himself. Rather than having worked and 
offered the works of the law perfectly, rather than being bound in it, we are unbound by the law, and 
so worked and worked and worked that we are wholly detached from it. If we were once useless 
labourers, now we ourselves are worked as a work, so that we shine forth as a truly perfect 
masterpiece of God's grace and mercy. 

What madness that those who seek justice as being of the works of a law think that they are creators 
and must be labourers, while Christ has thus perfected us - not as creators of our own selves, but as 
work to be made according to the measure of the law of God - that we, the work of his soul, should 
rejoice in it for ever and ever and glory in it, that we are God's creator in Christ Jesus, a work in good 
works, blamelessly presented before him, in him, to him. 

In this way we have been freed from the law and out of servitude; - so we have been made unfit to 
serve him in the fullness of him who fulfills all things in all things, and have been made unfit to serve 
him, and have been killed by dying in what we were kept. For as soon as I buy from a lord the slaves 
who were held in him, and acquire them by right of purchase from me, so the first lord has died to 
them in this connection, and they are free from him; and as the woman, after the death of the man in 
whom she was held, is free from the law of man, so it is with us. We were held by the law, bound by 
the law, under his bondage, we were his serfs; but Christ bought us out, who were under the law, 
according to the will of God, and thus abolished the law's right to us and our serfdom and servitude. 
Since He has thus bought us out, and we are His, and are eternally under the Lord - in the power of 
His grace, held in Him, in His death and resurrection: thus the Law, in which we and how we were 
held in it, died for our whole life with Christ, having ceased to rule over us. Because the Law died in 
this way, we are freed from it, that we may no longer serve and be subject to it; but we are free from 
it, that we may be servants in spirit-newness, and not in the old essence of a letter. If, therefore, you 
would serve two masters, you would serve none; you would be pleasing to none, and you would be 
rejected by both. Therefore let us understand that we have been set free from the Law, that we may 
serve God according to His will. Offering always—for through Jesus Christ God a sacrifice of praise, 
I mean the fruit of the lips of those who confess his name together; preaching his righteousness, only 
his own; praising his works, wonders, deeds; exalting his grace, his mercy; manifesting his wisdom 
and ways in his gospel to you; calling on him in spirit and truth as your gracious Father, in the name 
of Jesus Christ: - so you will serve him in love, with a pure heart, a good conscience and uncoloured 
faith. For where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom and not bondage; there is a fresh, ever- 
greening up and not the first of antiquity; there is essence and not the form of knowledge and truth in 
the law; there 
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is spirit, not letter; Christ, not death; our Lord and not the devil. All things work well, and all things 
are good works in vain, for the fruit of the Spirit is there, and we walk in the good works prepared 
beforehand by God, for we are accompanied by the Spirit. Now this is the right worship you will 
choose, if you are wise; being filled with the fruits of righteousness, those which are through Jesus 
Christ, in praise and glory to God; and joyfully sanctified about and in, in virginal beauty, awaiting 
the future of the dear Bridegroom of our souls, Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, to be placed before 
God as He pleases and as He wills. 

Now therefore, having been bought to and in such service, having heard the gospel of the grace of 
God, why let yourselves be taken in bondage with fear, as if you had been kept in the law even 
approximately? For you are no longer to serve the law, for you have entered into the service of God, 
and you have become the property of Jesus Christ, completely and utterly, just as you are there, body 
and soul, with all your members. There is nothing left of you, no little hair that he does not buy. 

So you alone are to serve God, to cling to your Lord, as flesh to his flesh and bones to his legs, for 
you are a spirit in him in the gospel, his servants you and his maids to minister to him and to no one 
else. There is not a cane master to whom one offers the work without love, with a conscience that is 
always burdened, where one only works to the letter for the fear of death, where it remains the same 
in constant anxiety without any progress, until finally everything dissolves into safety and 
presumption, or into hopelessness, despair and the death of apparent life: - no, there is a new service 
here, a youthful, priestly and royal service; not in a prison house of sin and death, but in the freedom 
of the justice of life from God in Christ. You stand therefore, not according to the spirit of fear and 
uncleanness, but according to the spirit of sanctification, in which you have given yourselves up 
completely to Him who died for us according to the will of God, while we were still enemies, and 
while we thought we were honouring the law highly, rejecting His testimony as something 
corruptible. 


Verses 7 and 8. 

So what are we saying? That the law is sin? Far be it from me, for I would 
not have known sin if not by the law, for I knew not lust, except that the law 
said, Thou shalt not covet. 

For sin, when it has taken occasion by the commandment, has caused all lust 
to work in me: for without the law sin is lifeless. 

What are we going to say? What do we intend to do with all this? - Is the cause of our sins in the 
law? Am I preaching that the Law should not be kept, that we are killed by it and are free from it, 
because it has died, in which we were kept, - and did I say that the passions of sin are through the 
Law, as if I thought the Law was to blame for it, and as if I therefore wanted it to be abolished as 
something that bears the blame? Did I mean to say that the law is not so just, not so holy as it is 
presented? Did I advise you to think of the law therefore as a thing that has 
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has led us astray, and has made us unholy and defiled us, - therefore to throw away as malicious, as 
condemned and executed by God Himself, as useless stuff? Have I said to you that the law has led us 
into misfortune and destruction, so that it should be shunned like sin, like the plague, like filth and 
refuse? Have I said that it should not be said, therefore, of the law in the congregation, how to turn 
away from a crime, from a sin with contempt, or from a thing that used to corrupt us? - 

None of you will take it that way! No, that is not my intention at all, not at all. Rather, I want the 
law to be held in the highest regard and respected. Nay, the law is not sin; but I owe it all thanks that 
it taught me sin. For how would I have known sin in its entirety if not by a law; yea, what would I 
have known of desire if the law had not said, Thou shalt not covet. And if I had not known sin, when 
would I have ever been able to receive a faithful word worthy of acceptance, that word, "that Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save sinners"? And how dead I would have remained, even after I had 
believed, if I had not become known with desire! - That sin is sin, and how it is sin, - and sin itself I 
know by a law; and if the law had not once and for all forbidden me to desire, I would still have done 
well with sin. 

So let the law be left with its honor and truth, its right and its benefit! It is not because of the law 
that we have sinned, nor should your heart turn away from it as from something abominable; rather, 
you should exalt it and not offend it with the opinion that you still have access to its holy palace. - 
What then is the matter? - "Thou shalt not covet," said the law to me, and it was not a sin to give me 
this commandment; but it was up to me, for sin was equally busy, keeping the commandment before 
me as if she were a faithful helper of the law, and while she encouraged me to love the law, she gained 
my heart's trust, crept into my house, and worked all kinds of lust in me. 

That's what happened to me. I, an enemy of God, trusted me to be his friend. By his law he forbade 
me to covet my lust; I was equal to him and promised not to covet anything. But right in this promise 
I did not know who I was - flesh of the flesh. It did not last long, so it seemed to me, and I had to help 
myself with the excuse that this was too covetous, that the commandment could not be applied to it, 
and that circumstances would bring it with them; but I firmly promised, at least from now on, to obey 
him unconditionally. And so I went on and on, sometimes this way, sometimes that way; and behold, 
I desired everything, and yet I desired, and continued to desire, while preaching to myself and to 
others that from now on I would not desire. As I was flesh, I worked my desire in all things, and did 
my will precisely because I was about to do God's will; and the more I did it, therefore, the harder the 
commandment punished me; and the harder it punished me, the harder the enmity and hesitation 
worked in me to keep what I prescribed for myself: to remain like God and become like Him. But the 
commandment held, thank God! It stood, and made me down, because the sin and my feeling of being 
far from God through the law excited me to try everything as I would like to have my pleasure and 
still hold myself upright before God. So it is thanks to the law that I have become known to myself. 
If there had not been a law to teach me, I would have rotted in sin like a corpse in a coffin, for without 
the law sin is lifeless and sleeps like a frozen snake, which only resurrects in the warmth or in the 
heat of the sun. Now when man is irradiated by the holy embers of the law, sin is immediately 
awakened, 
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forces man under its power to bind him and torture him, and it works in him precisely that which 
makes him all the more unfit for the law. 

Had I not experienced this myself, the love of Christ would not have urged me to testify to you: 
that grace reigns in eternal life through righteousness by Jesus Christ our Lord; that by the work of 
the law no one is righteous before God; and that by the law one should only acknowledge death and 
transgression. If the law is not with you, you will live as if you were living God: you will sin, covet, 
humble yourself with or before all things; you will think great things of yourself; you will set your 
mind on many things; you will have a good hope for the future - and yet you will be alive with sins 
and transgressions, so that you can never come to terms with God. 


Verses 9 and 10. 

But / lived without law before; but when the commandment came, sin was 
revived. 

But l have died, and the commandment to live, that very thing was invented 
for me to die. 

See, brothers, it was the same for me. There was a "once" when I was alive without law. That was 
the time of true and false peace; the time when I was comforted that my sins were taken away from 
me; when I was in good spirits, I could not escape bliss; when everything was right with me; and 
when I wanted to make it scary for me at times, I did not let myself be greatly challenged and asserted 
my confidence; I was too evangelical to be intimidated by the law. - But what happens! before I know 
it, suddenly the commandment stands before me in its holiness and chastity as I have never seen it 
before, and stands in my way with its unrefusing, "Thou shalt not covet. - And - as the law had come, 
so sin revived. 

Oh, I meant it was sin destroyed with heart and limbs. I gave thanks for the severed limbs, for I 
saw with amazement and horror how horrible they were when they were alive, - but they were 
forgotten. And now, as the commandment, more serious and solemn than ever, took pity on me to 
drive me completely free from the law into Christ, so that he might live in me, not I, - suddenly sin 
revived and aroused itself and its members more strongly than ever; and so I - with fierce resistance 
and at the same time with eager consent, attacked and overwhelmed - entered death, in which I 
admittedly was well, but which I did not believe I had been given to as I have since experienced it. 

And the commandment to live, the very same has been invented for me to die. For it was the 
intention of the Law to keep me happy for ever; and therefore it gave me the commandment, "Thou 
shalt not covet", that it might keep me alive, which I could not possibly acquire, when I was not 
entirely satisfied with what I had in the Law, because the coveting of the visionary had to become 
fatal to me. It was the heart and mind of the Law to drive me out to Christ, so that I might be righteous 
and blessed in His grace. - What could the law do, if the commandment to die given to life was 
invented for me! The law is not to blame; it is not the commandment; no, it is sin. 
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Verse 11. 

For sin, having taken occasion by the commandment, deceived me and by 

the same killed me. 

Just as the commandment came, so sin has taken its occasion. And after I Amen said to all that the 
law commanded, she conjured up in me a garden full of vain merriment, a tree full of lust, lovely to 
look at, funny and cheerful. But by keeping the commandment in front of me, she perverted the 
purpose of the law. Soon she struck out the commandment, soon she set it up; soon she did enough 
of it to irritate me in my situation by the very commandment; then, after I had tasted her lust, she 
again held the commandment out to me, to irritate me all the more sharply. When she had been 
amusing herself with me long enough, and I was dreading it because I felt myself being put down 
according to her will, she finally killed me with the words: "You shall not covet," which went like a 
dagger into the poor heart, which never suspected such an outcome. - So this good word was invented 
for my death. That's how it came to me. I flattered myself to be able to obey the commandment and 
eagerly received it; and as I prepared myself for it, I did not know how all my constitution was 
contrary to it. Immediately afterwards, I desired everything that seemed to me to be appropriate and 
necessary for my situation, and although I was afraid to take what was forbidden to me, I insisted all 
the more persistently the more I saw the commandment insisting on his. Thus I took the opportunity 
of the commandment to carry out my will, and yet I always wanted to show anew my willingness to 
follow only the commandment. By considering myself better than my condition, I deceived myself, 
until at last - in all my efforts not to desire, in all my aspirations, devoid of life -1 closed the abyss of 
my lostness with the words above me: "You shall not desire! Thus, through the commandment, I 
worked myself into my death, which I did not acknowledge when the commandment came. 

To appear holy and pure before the commandment to portray it in some way - that was the aim of 
my striving; and that is why I constantly refused to acknowledge lostness, as I experienced it in 
myself. I sought the cause sometimes in will, sometimes in action; then in power, then in all means 
of help; but not, as I should have done, in my nature. I took everything that was of the law to myself 
in order to hold on to the command to be similar; and if I had adorned myself with my own as with a 
robbery, then I was satisfied and glad that I still saw myself held. Now as I robbed what was God's, 
so was I robbed by another; while undressed as I was, I began anew and repeatedly to adorn myself 
with God's gifts. But behold, another robber attacked me and stripped me to the bone. But the law 
most definitely denied me his gifts and his purity, that I should adorn myself with them; and it did 
not do so out of hatred, because for the sake of its holy nature it could not know that its royal garments 
were stained and mocked my nature. For the sake of his righteousness he had to withhold from me 
his snow-white, all-reflecting cloth, lest I should cover my blackness with it, and lest I should, as I 
have done long enough, lie to myself in the adornment of the law with a white woollen cloth. As I 
now endured this snow-whiteness - even if only partially, for my blackness always shone through - it 
met me at last that I, despite all warning, in order to have my pleasure, once 
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I had taken off my clothes, as I had done several times, and wanted to return to put them on again, - 
that I had reproached myself there with the good word: "You shall not covet", thus also not those 
clothes. - And whatever the commandment for my salvation told me at this crossroads, I locked myself 
up, black as I was, trembling before the bright light, in the dark darkness of my hopelessness. Without 
hell, without heaven, I felt between God and myself alive and dead. All around me was thick darkness, 
everywhere a muffled silence: I felt alone in hell, alone on earth, alone in heaven; - without God I 
was, and to me the guilt. 


Verse 12. 

And so the law is ever holy and the commandment holy, and just and good. 


Behold, beloved, the law is sacred. Only out of the love of holiness did it give me knowledge of 
sin; only because I could not remain in it because of my sins did it deny me its adornment, and what 
it gave me for a time it gave me only so that I might acknowledge my death and destruction. So 
instead of denigrating the Law, let each man acknowledge his own innate blackness, for the Law does 
not like to suffer it, and must reject all that is dissimilar in nature. The commandment which it gave 
me is holy: it forbade me lust, because it wanted to be loved and desired by me, as it loved me in 
chaste truth. It is just in that it forbade me lust, so that I would not pull together the net of death over 
me. And after I had done this, after I was caught in the net of death, - it would have been unjust if it 
had wanted to help me out by itself, because sin was not done by the means, and this sin would not 
have ceased to deceive me forever in the pride of my death and to kill me a thousand times over. And 
good is it, in that it proved itself holy and just against me, and rejected the wicked man from himself, 
and after manifesting anger and curse, out of love of good and hatred of evil, handed him over to a 
judgment, which was quite necessary if ever the holiness of the eternal Spirit, the only justice of the 
living mercy, and the only goodness of the Lord of Glory were to be experienced, believed, preached. 


Verse 13. 

So has good become death to me? Far be it from me; but sin, that it might be 
manifested as sin working for me by good death, that it might become sinful 
beyond measure, sin by commandment. 

What now? - has good become a death to me? - Did that which the law commanded me, death 
worked for me? Is it indifferent whether one covets or not what the law forbids? Should one refrain 
from doing what is good in itself, perhaps because death comes out? Yes, some may think so, but it 
is preached rightly; everything is enough for death; and as I see in you, dear Paule, you have had no 
other use for all your efforts than death. So be gone then with all that death brings me, I will make 
faith the determining factor! 
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All things are of no use; all things are sin, all things bring death; so no more praying, no more resisting 
the world and sin. For as thou teachest us, these are all works of the law, and we do not become what 
we ought to be before God, and death is in them; but because we are set free, let us not be afraid to 
indulge in what we think is good, for that which is good only brings death. 

Or another person might ask: "Dear Paul! you say that the law is good, the commandment holy, 
right and good: well, has the good that the law wants now reached you to death? has your praying 
become death for you? all your striving to walk holy before God is all that is commanded to God and 
found in every God-fearing person, and in which we are kept by the discipline of holiness to serve 
God according to His will - has all this become death for you? Is prayer enough for death, holy walk 
or good works, are they enough for death? For you have told us how the commandment and all your 
previous actions and doings were invented for your death? Is all this fmit to death?" 

Not at all! I answer to that. It was not the good that was to death for me, but sin, that it might be 
manifested as a sin working for me by the good death, that it might become sinful beyond measure, 
sin by the commandment. 

Sin, when by the commandment it took occasion to show itself to be righteous, turned me from 
the way and killed me by the commandment; but in no way did good become death to me. But this 
was done so that it might come to pass that sin might make use of the very good to bring death upon 
me completely. For sin is not merely behind evil, but rather behind good. By flattering us with the 
fear of God, sin inspires us to do good, only that it keeps us in its power; and when we do good, it 
makes us renounce evil before God, helps us to pray and weep, to fight and quarrel, to the point of 
emaciation, so that in this very activity it drives us and tempts us to maintain our miserable position 
before God. So she ties us up all the more securely in her power; and by making us fidget between 
good and evil, she finally kills us according to her lust for good, after it has been revealed to us by 
the law that we only pray, groan, wrestle and fight against sin, only so that we may remain in the 
house of the law, to be nourished and adorned by it. For such piety and holiness is pleasing to the 
flesh. There is repentance, absolution, and an unceasing forgetting of the purification of former sins, 
and yet man himself remains stuck in the death of the flesh, and only in order to assert himself in it 
does he want the good, only that he may cover his nakedness and shame, that he may rest in his 
restlessness, that he may silence the unclean conscience. For this reason he only wants what is good; 
for this reason he is usually zealous for what is good in others; for even if he himself is not able to 
cope with sin, by punishing others and encouraging others to do good, even if he himself is not good, 
he would like to acquire a good memory with God. 

By executing me, sin has revealed its true nature to me, and the means by which it uses has been 
revealed. She therefore had to kill me, so that she might appear to me as what she is, a traitor and 
murderer under the larva of the fear of God, using the fear of God and all holy things to bring death 
to me as a poisoner. For I wanted to keep the law, and it was my intention to live with it chastely, 
holy and piously; to live patiently, humbly, submissively, quietly and apart from everything, in a 
heavenly change, and to go along in childlike, even angelic simplicity; whipped and exterminated I 
wanted to have sin, to fight against it to the blood. I protested a thousand times. 
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against all evil desires, separated myself even from my flesh; equipped myself with tears, penitential 
exercises, and unceasing prayer; cried out for the Spirit of God to sanctify through and through me; I 
believed and worked; but I did everything, pressed by necessity, not out of love of the law; and I shied 
away from the will of God as I strove to walk according to the will of God. - But I have died that it may 
be manifest for your instruction that I 

- by seeking to uphold the law - did not die by the good, but rather-more so that while more than one 
I have done the good, I have sinned in a way in which by the good I have done that which by the good 
I sought to escape; -1 mean death and the recognition that I have died. 

After all, I did good out of enmity against God, and for this very reason I hated sin and myself, 
argued with myself, and even rejected myself because I saw myself shamed by myself in my pride 
that I let myself be led to do God's will. I hated sin because it kept pushing me down, whenever I 
thought I had purified my hands and approached the summit of the Holy Mountain; I cried out against 
sin and prayed so that my sin would not be revealed; I was submissive, silent and suffering so that 
my unruliness would not be revealed; and I acted as if I were under God to hide my disobedience. 

So it was not the good in itself, but I myself, who put the good into practice, that I brought about 
my death by it; and that I brought about my death by the good had therefore to be revealed, that sin 
might become sinful beyond measure, by the commandment. Yes, so sin had to be revealed, so I 
myself had to become aware that I had become an unusually strong sinner, precisely by my 
interpretation of the commandment: "Thou shalt not covet. I interpreted it according to the flesh: I set 
out as a sinner according to my ideas of good and evil. I condemned my actions, but I considered 
myself good; and only in so far as I confessed myself as evil, as much as I considered myself the 
vessel from which the action came forth. Yet I considered myself good in the sense that I was 
occupied with the better part of God - as I called it - with that which I highly esteemed as good and 
as the fear of God, as a heart and a mind of God, which I had not had before. Now what was good 
according to my ideas, I owed to God and made up with it; but what was evil, I counted it to dust, or 
to my misery and sin - according to my ideas. 

Now in this view I desired light of justice, holiness, the Spirit, power, grace, faith, love and hope, 
but the source of desire for this light was darkness, injustice, sin, pomposity of the proud heart, Self¬ 
equipment, restlessness, restless nature, sacrilege, hatred, despair, - but all of these things I saw as 
holy and pleasing to God, so that I was afraid of God's wrath and judgment, so that I accused myself 
as a sinner if I failed to do so. 

Therefore, I would like to teach you, brothers, through my own experience, that it is not good in 
itself that brings death, but that where we do not believe but wish to keep the law, we ourselves draw 
the rope of death in which we lie upon ourselves. - What does the law want? - "That we do good." 
Yes, and that we are good. First we must be good, and then we must do good. But man reverses this: 
he wants to do good so that he can become good. But that he is unfit for all things does not even occur 
to him, if he already confesses it, but only in so far as he sees some imperfection in his actions. But 
that he is not fit, because he lacks the glory of God, that the law should be given to him, so that it 
might be clear to him, is not in his mind; and now he who lacks the holiness of God wants to be he 
who is flesh and not spirit, 
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man and not God, - he wants to keep the law, so that he can complete the good, which - as he feels 
comfortable with - is missing. And precisely in this lies his sin, that he, after sin came into the world 
through disobedience, now acts as if he wanted to give something to a law that was given to him, so 
that knowledge of sin would come out of it. 

We lack the glory of God: that is our sin. Through our disobedience we have lost it: this is what 
the law should indicate to us, by preying on the good, by exploiting the evil. But what it shows us as 
we are, we forget and strive for the good. So we deny our position and try to deceive God and 
ourselves by our efforts, flattering ourselves that our behavior is completely sincere. But what use 
will be made of the knowledge of good and evil by him who is not good? whose sin is that he lacks 
the glory of God, that he is totally alienated from God? He strives to do good, but even his work 
cannot but be unfit, for his intentions are unfit and therefore all his actions are abomination. But no 
matter how good it may appear to be, because he is not good, his work is not good, even if it were 
otherwise good; and it is not that it is otherwise good that will bring him death, but that will bring 
him death, that he did it with intentions that were not good, because he himself is not good. 

Therefore not the good things which the law commanded me were unto me for death; but these 
things were unto me for death, that I acknowledged not with him in what my sin was. For lacking the 
glory of God, in a law - which was given to me to acknowledge and agree with God -1 sought to rise 
up to God, to make it so with him, after I had become Christ, that my work and his grace might be 
reconciled; so that I might all the better be able to rely on his mercy and election; so that I might 
assert myself beside and with God and acquire a Godlikeness for myself, of which, as I well knew, I 
had lost it: - ...which is the sin which has become death to me. And so it will be eternal death for you, 
unless you recognize what I teach you from my own experience. For I have experienced this: that this 
sin - which I have described to you in such a way that you may for once really know the sin - is a sin, 
which precisely by all the means by which death has worked for me, by which I endeavored to escape 
death and to get rid of it. Traun, sin had to become an extraordinarily strong sinner through the 
commandment. 

It's what I've done, it's what man has done. God said, "Thou shalt not eat of the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil." The Devil interpreted it this way: God means it quite differently; he knows that if 
you eat of it, you will be like God and know what is good and what is evil. - So I did not believe God, 
disobeyed, desired, and ate: this was the sin by which I was delivered from God, by which I fell into 
death and destruction. For where is life and happiness but with God? after I had desired and eaten, I 
thought that I was not like God, but at least in communion with God and close to God; I, who had 
been delivered from God by disobedience; and so the sin within me turned into arrogance by 
presuming that which I neither was nor had. In this "being free from God" I suspected that one day I 
would not be as close to God as I had dreamed I would be, and so in my sin I became proud and 
imagined that I knew what was good and what was evil. Because I was to learn from the Law where 
sin actually lies - in my self-love and in my disobedience, I took it at its letter and philosophized on 
the good, in order to behave in such a way that I would like to get a receipt for the evil I did - and 
what I called "my sin", unmindful of my first disobedience and my being free from God. At last I 
saw, 
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seized by God, the light of justice shining in me. But what for, I didn't really know at that time; only 
so much that I had a receipt and now believed myself very close to God. But why I was so pleased to 
feel close to God, I had not yet come to a clear conclusion about. For the main sin of all sins - my 
disobedience, my being lost - had remained hidden in its very essence; and that is what I wanted, that 
is what my treacherous heart wanted, that is what sin wanted. - By striving for goodness, I did not 
worry about getting close to God, not in the sense that I had become so through Christ, but it seemed 
to me that this was not enough, and so I let my concern be to apply goodness in such a way that I 
would get to where I had gotten to, and that I would thus remain close to God, avoiding all evil that I 
encountered. To this end I kept the law, and kept it again; and I was like the people under Joshua: 
"All that the Lord has spoken, let us do". And now I chased after holiness as she preached the law, 
the more eagerly the more I saw the opposite in myself and others; - and yet there, there in particular, 
I lived without the law. 

I did not accept that God gave me the law to acknowledge that it was over with me. I did not accept 
that God - after having called me into holiness in Christ - left the law before me only so that I might 
once and for all put a stop to my calculation, to my name, so that I might let the idea pass as if I was 
close to God for another reason than that which lies in the sacrificial blood of Christ. To let go the 
idea that I know something of good and evil; to let go the conceit that I still have this or that good - 
what I called good - to do, or evil - what I called evil and sin - to avoid: that this is God's intention, I 
did not want to know. I did not want to know that God gave me the law so that I might acknowledge 
once and for all with all my heart and believe that I am totally corrupt, since I have become detached 
from God through my disobedience, have become flesh, since I am not spirit, not according to the 
spirit of holiness. I should acknowledge and believe that the more I try to assert myself before God, 
the more desperate I make this total cormption, and that precisely this is the only sin of all men, since 
they have fallen away from God whom they have not seen. I did not want to know that the law was 
given to me to acknowledge: that in this my desperate state I do nothing else and cannot do anything 
else but harden and harden the heart in sin and accumulate the righteous wrath of God. For what else 
can I do but, in this my pretense of good and evil, stand before God to serve him with a contemplation 
of good, which he must abhor as a vain abomination, because he commanded it, that I may 
acknowledge how I am no good; - or to serve him by avoiding evil, which he only forbade, that I may 
acknowledge that I love evil, because I am evil, because I am free from God. And that is why this 
avoidance of sin, this shyness and flight, this torment to death against sin, this self-denial, becomes 
the attainment of holiness, - that is why it becomes a hellish torment, a bearer of sin, because it is 
only driven by us, so that our actual essential sin is not revealed to us before God and His holy angels. 

It was completely hidden from me that the Law had been given to me so that this would be revealed 
to me and I would be fully acquainted with myself; so that I, in full awareness of my depravity, my 
sin and my eternal misery, would want to praise and rejoice: "We are his work, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared in advance that we should have walked in them. For such a 
bright light of grace my eyes were too stupid, too self-loving. I could not believe that the effort to do 
good is sin - namely, good as it is taken all 
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all over the world; that no one has any idea of the true good steadfastly within himself and can have 
less, since he sins most by the presumption of being able to do good when he wants to, -1 could not 
comprehend this as being completely contrary to the law. So I strove for good; but it was precisely 
through this striving that I drew death towards me, for sin reigned in it, and I was not careful about 
it, as if it were done by means and taken away from me. And as sin aroused me to goodness, so sin 
reigned in death, and brought me completely to death, for I was deprived of the grace that I had 
known before, and despair took the place of despair, as security and presumption take the place of 
some. Then it was over with the one, as with the other. But this was done so that sin might appear, 
sin that is at work in me through the good death. 

For as soon as I was called by the grace of Christ, my self was added. I myself considered myself 
another man; not satisfied that God considered me another man in Christ. That I was the same as 
before did not please me at all; and having come to my senses, I used the Law as a mirror in front of 
which I tested myself daily to see how far I was tempted or defiled. Where the word of the law "thou 
shalt not covet" should have been a sermon to me: "Do not presume to know what is due to him alone 
who made heaven and earth; he alone is holy, but thou art unclean," - so that the love of God and the 
grace of Jesus Christ may be fully known by me: then I received this word as if it had been spoken to 
me by the law, so that I might purify myself and purify myself again, - as well as I could, for I was 
already quite at ease that some imperfection would remain stuck to me in this life. And so I tied up 
my quarrel with evil, and sought to do good. That I prayed and groaned, that I wept and fought and 
cried out to God, that I trusted in God's grace with firm confidence, - that did not bring me death, but 
sin has brought death to me, sin which in all this activity put my whole being into action to keep me 
pious, only that it, that is, my being free from God, might not be revealed to me. She, the ruler, liked 
to see me pious, avoiding evil, striving for good, because she supported me with her power, fortifying 
herself on her throne; the more I grew in my piety, the more certain she was of her prey. 

Now if I did not suspect that sin was the driving force behind my desire for the fruit of death, how 
much less could it be clear to me where it came from that the more eagerly I was to do good, the more 
violently sin raged, and that the more firmly I placed my hope in future grace, the more restlessness, 
despair and an inner feeling of God's wrath, the more fear and brooding and iniquity sprouted within 
me. And so it happened that sin - with which, without believing it completely, I was in complete 
agreement - the law reproached me in order to chain me more closely in its power; and that it 
therefore, in order not to be unmasked, acted within me as a voice of God; that it revived me for the 
good, so that I might slumber over it under the wrath of God. Ha! a thousand times the sin was deceit, 
in that I deceived myself and fought against sins with the good, when sin, my disobedience, held me 
by its hidden threads. - The same sin drove me to desire what was against the law, drove my pride to 
make me a position where I was not, and moved me to lie down before God in a different way than 
in which He wanted to have mercy on me. Then she plagued me with sins and soon afterwards made 
me feel remorse for not realizing that I lacked the glory of God; then she provoked me again to 
goodness and righteousness, so that God's righteousness would remain hidden from me - and reigned 
over me throughout so that I would not want to notice anything of the way things were between me 
and God, 
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how the whole thing was already a thing cut off from the beginning. - So not the good in itself: I 
rather, it was sin that became death to me. And the inevitable consequence of the whole thing was 
that in the end, seeing everything fail, I closed even the door of despair upon myself. 

Behold, brothers, I have entered into a way whereupon I have learned what sin actually is, namely, 
being free from God, lacking His glory; there I have learned how necessary the recognition of this sin 
is, because it never ceases to cloud and prevent the joy of the will of the eternal God; because it seeks 
to draw attention away from itself and encourage goodness, and precisely through goodness it works 
death. - 

God wants man to be glorious and holy, as God himself is glorious and holy; but how should this 
be after I have been delivered from God? - it is purely impossible! Nevertheless, man should be quite 
impossible. Always forgetting anew who I am, I set out to become so. What I have not done well, I 
try to make good; I always go out to seek and hunt for good; my effort is always to compensate or 
reconcile what I have done wrong with God; and I always think that this or that must be done, 
otherwise I am not right with myself before God and it is fitting for one who is God. And so it is still 
clear to me every day how sin, the absence of God, disobedience, disloyalty and unbelief play their 
part in all this. The driving force of all this goodness is that I always deny that I am not like this before 
God; that I always claim that I can still do something. I would like to abstain from evil, only out of 
rebellion against God, only to make his word a liar, only to present myself differently from the way 
his word presents me; and that I want to adorn myself with goodness arises only from my ideas of 
holiness, which are only a spawn of my disbelief in his mercy and truth. 

Thus sin is always busy to be to me to death as it has become to me to death; thus it seeks 
ceaselessly to keep me from God, who raises the bowed down, who raises the dead, who hears the cry 
of his wretchedness, with a kind of piety and fear of God and sacrificial service. To such service she 
moves me by lying to me that God thereby remains close to me; while it is nothing but an endeavour 
of the flesh to bring or keep me in favour with God, and to be close to God in a way and manner 
where one has only God's wrath against oneself, where one closes to oneself the entrance to the throne 
of grace. 

This is the experience I have had and continue to have of keeping the law. And this has happened 
to me so that I and all who love God may become aware that we so little glorify God's righteousness 
and uphold His law, that we rather defile and offend the good, holy, eternal law of God by using it to 
be - much or little - undemanding before God. For in so doing we do not leave God's holiness and 
righteousness to God, we behave rebelliously against God and feign a godliness and piety that is 
nothing but a bold contempt for the purpose of the law. We deny that we are flesh, that we are 
apostates from God through our apostasy; we set our lies against the truth of God; we chase after 
goodness as if we were creators like God; we brace and tree ourselves against sin as if God were the 
author of sin, and as if we got into it through misfortune and adversity, and it is really only out of 
hatred for God's holiness that we fight against sin. That is why we are so annoyed that we are not and 
will not become what we would like to be, so that at least what is written: "All flesh is grass, the grass 
is withered", does not apply to us. And just as the Pharisees and the Eaters, all of whom walk in self- 
chosen spirituality. 
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If they bring their own condemnation with them precisely because they are Pharisees and the like, 
then ge-rade therein sin brings death to me and has brought it to me, so that, withdrawing my eyes 
from the living and eternal God, it seeks with its quasi-law to tempt me into the arms of a God who 
is nothing but a figment of my imagination, a shadow that shuns and stings the eternal light. 

This is the sin of all of us; this is the high priest in the temple of religiosity of all flesh, who, using 
the service of God, kills all that is under the sun. And after she succeeded with me, she does not yet 
stop committing sin, and in this her killing she has had to become a strong sinner by the 
commandment. For there is no sin worse than that which interferes with the living words, "Thou shalt 
not covet", as if it could be blown away; and so it is that people now begin to covet, with a rage that 
knows neither measure nor purpose. 

O, the presumption of flesh! - If I should not desire, I should not desire to be holy where I am 
unholy, not to have sins where I am a sinner, not to have evil desires where I have nothing but evil 
desires. I should not desire to do good where I can do nothing good, nothing at all; to avoid evil where 
I am completely evil; to be strong where I am weak; to overcome where I should be defeated; to work 
where I should be silent; - to be silent where I should work; to die where I live; to live where I should 
perish! - God's lust alone, God's will alone shall reign and rule in me, and He shall remain God. My 
lust shall be finished, and it shall be as valid as a flea or a dead dog. 

But that is how we are human beings; that is how we are, after we have departed from God, to 
desire everything from our neighbor, and to desire from God, to be without desire, only in intention, 
so that our evil desire is not revealed. This evil desire consists in our conceit of wanting to be 
something with God, in maintaining the position we have usurped as "one of God", as one who knows 
what is good and what is evil; thus, we treat the law as carnal, but we treat ourselves as spiritual, as 
those who have to free themselves from sin. And this our sin has ascended up to heaven, has insolently 
presumed God's right and truth to disguise itself, in order to overthrow right and truth with its injustice 
and lie of the law, and to head for its ruins next to God as overcomer. 


Verse 14. 

For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin. 

So it is not because of the law, it is not because of the commandment, it is not because of the good, 
but it is because of me, it is because of sin that I cannot keep the law without incurring the righteous 
wrath of God, without being under the curse. For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, 
sold under sin. I know this, we who tremble before the Word of God know this; you know this, and 
if you do not know it, you know it. The law does not let anyone mock it; he who wants to keep it is 
guilty of doing it completely. But let the law be honored and respected in the highest degree, and woe 
to him who has it against him! For the law wants to have man quite in the image and likeness of God, 
without 
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the least regard for the excuse of what we are now. The law demands perfection, perfection of the 
love of God and neighbor; purity like gold, which can pass any test of the righteousness of God; it 
demands holiness, as God Himself is holy. The whole person should be according to the heart of God; 
heart, mind, inclination, desire, like the heart of God; body and limbs should make a perfect man in 
the sight of God; a man whose actions, dealings and changes are God's actions. The law does not 
know sin, does not want sin, is not the author of sin. It wants a pure man, a pure heart, a holy doing. 
It does not suffer a single thought that is contrary to it; it does not suffer contradiction, nor that it is 
misinterpreted and weakened. It demands obedience, in every respect, in all circumstances, without 
fail. It tolerates neither death nor destruction. It has an abhorrence of the flesh because of its holiness, 
justice and truth, and does not want to be served by the flesh because it is always flattering and 
hypocritical. 

Or do we not know that the Law was not given by a man from the earth, but that it came down 
from heaven? that the angels spoke from the mouth of the Lord in the ears of Moses, and presented 
his commands bit by bit to him, who, as mediator, delivered them to the people who could not even 
hear the voice of God? So this word, spoken by the angels, is certain. Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but not one jot or iota of the law; for it is from the heart of the living God that he will do his 
will, and is the order of how he governs all things. As God is spirit, so he has made known his essential 
being and doing. His holiness radiates from this law of fire. The law itself is a fire, with which he has 
gloriously adorned and adorned his eternal power and majesty and handles it wonderfully; it is a pure 
flame of eternal activity, unceasing restlessness of the tranquility of the inexhaustible, all- 
encompassing and overflowing light of his righteousness and his goodness; an eternal echo of his 
praise, high from the heavens down into the ears of the children of men; a sweet sound of the harp, a 
blaring of the trumpet, proclaiming his glory all over the earth; a reflection of his light, flashes of the 
mysteries of his power. 

The law is spiritual ; we know and confess this with all our hearts; they are living words, perfect 
and without fault. The one who does not love the law is not completely in the love of God. He who 
does not agree with it that it is good is reprehensible until then. He who does not share in the joy of 
the law is far from justice. The one who does not devote his soul to it will not find life. The one who 
does not cherish it highly and respect it reverently will not be able to see the kingdom of God. The 
one who breaks one of His commandments, wildly the lesser, is called in the kingdom of heaven. The 
one who cuts it up will be cut to pieces with his piety; the one who divides it will be weighed and 
found too light. He who is against the law is against his soul. The one who falls over the heap with 
it, the Holy Spirit will not lead him to rest; the one who arts with it, he will also lose what he has. He 
who defiles it, of shame will be revealed before men; and he who hates it, he will fall with the rebels. 

No, it's not the law that's not upheld. It is not because of the law that it is so terribly threatening; 
that it commands with a rod of iron and unrelenting severity, and curses those who do not abide in all 
their words of having done them. It is not because of the law that the flesh turns grey before it; and 
that fruit is brought forth only to death, where one abides by it or with it. It is not because of him that 
one applies the commandment in a perverted way. The law is not to be blamed for the fact that sin - 
where the commandment comes - is revived, and that it is the good that is used to bring death. Let no 
man look upon the law as if it were 


22 



something wrong with it, if I reproach you that justice is not from a law, and that Christ will not be of any 
use to you, if you intend to keep it even approximately. 

The law is spiritual; therefore you cannot keep it. It does not let its words be interpreted according 
to the thoughts which people have of the fear of God and godliness, of works, of doing and bearing 
fruit. Not only the outward letter, but all its words are to be understood according to the spirit of 
holiness. It insists on unconditional obedience, on fervent love, on uncoloured faith, on unwavering 
hope. The one who does not love God with all his heart, with all his soul and with all his strength, 
and his neighbor as himself, - condemns him. His heaviest and most intimate is: mercy, faith and 
impartial judgment. Whoever is not according to him on the day of judgment according to God's 
standard will not pass. And whosoever is not perfect in the sight of God, being satisfied according to 
the law, shall not stand before Him; and whosoever's works are not full before God, he shall not pass 
through, but shall go down to the side into eternal darkness. 

Man may not make any commandments with which he dilutes, masters or divides the law. The law 
is eternal, a whole; it wants and must have the whole man, and man must be, do and teach according 
to the will of God; everything must be as the law wants it, and man must see where he gets it from. 
For it tolerates no excuse whatsoever, such as: "This is lawful, I am unfit for it, man has fallen too far 
for it, man is too far away from God; I lack strength for it, I lack grace for it, God has not yet given 
it to me; if he gives it to me, I have it; but I, who am I? I am nothing, etc.". In this way man enters 
into a daring, all the more horrible, because he goes with such evasions of God in order to remain his 
own master; in his self-deception and hypocrisy to assert himself satanically before God with a 
godliness without power, mocking his witnesses and holy prophets. 

"Today, today" they say - and above that some people go down into the pit where they do not 

praise God. 

The law wills the glory and honour of God and the glory and praise of His only holy name; all 
flesh shall fall to the ground, keep silence before His face, and confess His glory, His truth, His 
righteousness, His salvation. As the nations rage, and as the hardness of heart of the Pharisees and 
the scribes rages against God and His Anointed One, in order to defy His order - by protecting 
themselves against God in His Anointed Palace - so will this Word be certain: that the servant who 
knew the will of his Lord and did not do it will suffer double punishment. But the authority and truth 
of God's holy law will remain pure and untainted by all the being, doing and doing of men, where 
they rely in their antinomy on the promise, and hide behind it from God, yet are disgusted every time 
they are preached that they are completely and purely away from God. - The law is spiritual. It 
condemns every quasi-church as a whore; every corvee as hypocrisy; every Jesus whom I did not 
preach to you as dust; every spirit which you did not receive, with all its effects as a strong drink, and 
who fills himself with it, as a drunkard of wine; every sacrifice which God did not command as the 
slaughter of a dog; and such prayers, hymns, sermons, and pious works as the stench of decay and as 
the judging of the enemy. It condemns all who deal with it as viper-breeders, and such gatherings as 
a council of the wicked, quick to shed blood and give advice against the innocent; it scolds all such 
together as thieves, robbers and murderers, fornicators, adulterers and poisoners, - just as they cry 
out, "We are the temple of the Lord! Here is Christ! We have the Spirit; we have the true works!" 
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O my brethren! behold, this shall be your judgment also, unless you recognize the law as it is. 
There you will presume many things, thinking that you are something, and you will be teachers of 
the law, not knowing what you teach, say and do. Learn from me to honour the law highly, and 
acknowledge it as we know it, so that you, brought to God through Jesus Christ, may have your fruit 
in it, that you may serve God in spiritual newness. - The law is spiritual and aims at just this. And 
you wanted to keep it to be pious and blessed? The law tells those who are under the law that they 
are not. Were you going to seek it from the Law? It cannot give you its spirituality, for sin is there, 
and the Law does not suffer it, but the flesh is abomination to it. If you, being Christ's, would keep 
the law, the law will punish it as the most abominable fornication and wooing, because it does not 
desire his glory, but the Lord of glory. But woe to the sorcerer who dares to ask or expect the gift and 
power of God, that he may work miracles with it. 

The law exists in itself eternally and inviolably. Either pure from the law in the body of Christ and 
Christ in his entirety, - life shall be there, as the law is life; or pure from Christ and in his entirety, - 
it shall be merit. And this merit you will still have borne fruit to death, because sin and death already 
exist in the world before a law was given to Mosi. 

But if you now acknowledge that the law is spiritual, that it wants the essence of the spirit, the 
newness of life, you will not want to keep it in order to gain or keep it by this, but you will believe in 
God who gives life to the dead and who raised Jesus from the dead. - But if you keep the Law, you 
will not find it so unholy that you will let yourself be lent to it, for it accepts only Christ in you; but 
the half-white, half of Christ, half of the Law, kindles anger and stirs it up into an eternal and 
consuming blaze. The law is just and condemns this injustice, which seeks to borrow some strength 
from the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, in order to remain bound in him - the law - and to become 
something here according to his will, and to be something here - which one is and has, becomes and 
gets, when one departs from the law purely, is subject to his law - the obedience of faith, as it is said: 
"I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the house of service; have no idols beside me; make 
no image of what is in heaven and on earth; call out my name and sanctify my Sabbath.“ - 

I told you earlier how I was doing, since I kept the law. - For the sake of sin, it is impossible. It's 
up to us, not the law. Sin came in between, for we know that the Law is spiritual. - As God is spirit, 
so is his law spiritual; as God is righteous, so is his law. As God is holy, just and good, so is his 
commandment; - it is not a man's word, but the living, eternal word of God. It is spiritual and wants 
only spirit; therefore, only an eternal spirit can interpret, fulfill, and handle it according to the will of 
God, as it corresponds to the truth of God; as it alone discovers His righteousness; as it proclaims that 
God remains Lord, that His counsel exists and is recognized with impunity, as He established and 
established it before there was sin, death, law and world. 

Heaven and earth shall pass away, but the law shall be established to the last trumpet and iota, 
confirmed in its authority, that the Lord is God and no one else. Those who know the Law, agreeing 
with it, will praise and declare the righteousness of God alone, by virtue of which, having sent his 
Son in the likeness of a flesh of sin and sin for sin's sake, he condemned sin in the flesh, which was 
impossible for the Law because it was offended by the flesh. - But where you acknowledge God as 
Spirit, in whom dwells 
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all righteousness, all holiness, all violence, all truth and faithfulness - but not sin, not darkness, - you 
will not keep the law in order to rebel even further against God; but you will, as your sin reveals it to 
you, give God justice and condemn yourself. Therefore, received into the righteousness of God, 
covered with the grace of Jesus Christ, and filled with the love of God poured into the heart by the 
Holy Spirit given to us, you stand upright in the hope of glory, and with a good conscience that 
testifies to you that you are pleasing to God and have a gracious God. 

Therefore, just as the righteousness of God is veiled in the gospel of Christ by faith, that no man 
should work, but believe in God who justifies the wicked, so I confess to you that I have too much 
regard for the law to keep it, even as this is impossible and unlawful. To think God righteous and true 
as he is spirit - only that is counted as righteousness. If sin has been taken away from you in the sight 
of God and blotted out, it is not as if sin in and for itself is no longer there; and as it is there, it never 
stops where you want to keep the law, to show yourself all the more glaringly through the 
commandment and to cover you with the wrath of God. For only by righteousness are sins covered, 
according to the grace and mercy of God; but if one wants to keep the law, sin immediately comes to 
life, and one does not remain in the goodness of God, there is no peace, but an activity to please God 
through works , which one can never become. 

So it is not because of the law that I cannot maintain it. For we know that it is spiritual, but I am 
carnal. This is the very sin that has made it impossible for me to come to God through the 
commandment, or to keep myself with God, because spirit and flesh, God and we - as we are since 
sin came into the world through disobedience - are so opposed to one another that we alone, through 
the mediator of God and men, the man Jesus Christ, have access to God in spirit. And so, only the 
grace with us, Jesus Christ of the seed of David, risen from the dead, is to be kept in memory; but I 
want to know nothing about myself but that I am carnal. As it is written: "All flesh is hay, - men are 
flesh. You then, you sheep, you sheep of my pasture, you are men"; - and so God is to remain God , 
and we are to confess: "What is a man that you should remember him, and an Adam's child that you 
should visit him! 

Through this sin, born of disobedience, death, the absence from God, has also passed over to me; 
in this death I too was the first to sin, I am a sinner and remain a sinner; and the Word of the Lord, 
the Spirit, is to endure, which every Adam's child calls "flesh" because it has come away from him, 
because it is not spirit. There is no mention here that everyone is spirit born of the Spirit, - for as man 
and woman are one body, so the Lord and he who adheres to him is one spirit; - here it is a matter of 
someone who presents himself as subject to the obedience of faith, wanting to keep the law; here we 
are talking about how I have experienced, in my own experience, that one cannot dwell with the law 
because it is spiritual, but we are carnal; - and therefore obedience of faith should be the beginning 
and the end. But if Christ is not all in all, and if the law is still to be present to be pious and blessed, 
I confess to you joyfully: I have enough grace from my Lord Jesus Christ; I cannot keep the law 
without defiling it in all manner of abominable ways, and without doing violence to it, without doing 
the very opposite of what it wants; for I am carnal, and what is begotten of the flesh is flesh. - Flesh, 
that is the name of God's child of Adam, since he came away from him and, cut off from his life, was 
lost. Thus Adam, as my father and mother were to him who had died. 
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And in this death, under this judgment, born of disobedience, under the wrath of God and damnation, 
I was conceived in the image of my parents in unrighteousness and conceived in sin by my mother. 
Thus I am: dead in sins and iniquities, without God and without hope in the world; a man according 
to our nature, nature, constitution; whose poems and aspirations are evil from my youth and forever; 
all carnal with all that is in me, with all my senses and limbs, with soul and body, with reason and 
will. 

"Yes," you will object, "my dear one, we understand you well; you think that you were like that in 
the past, but now you are not, for how can this be rhymed with your way of punishing people? - With 
all such objections gone, hear right, it is I. For the question here is whether or not one should keep 
the law, so as to become pious and blessed. I confess it to you freshly, and you may test yourselves 
by it whether the Spirit of God dwells in you, - but he who does not have the Spirit of Christ is not 
his: I and the law are opposites like the grave and paradise, for I am carnal. 

God created man, in his image and likeness he created him. Man is lost of his own free will, 
through the seduction of Satan. He lost - not the image of God, but he lost - God; and after he had 
become disobedient, God called him "flesh" and his actions "evil, sin" - how has man been doing it 
since then? He makes use of the condition according to which he was created by God, just as if he 
had not become a transgressor by disobedience; as if he had not fallen; as if his whole heart, senses, 
thoughts, and reasoning had not been as he lives and breathes - twisted and perverted. 

He uses the gift of God to accuse God of being not his fault, but God's. He wants to use the Spirit 
to keep the body alive and does not want to acknowledge that the body is dead because of sin; he 
wants to keep it alive through sacrifices and bodies, but not through the One who raises Christ from 
the dead, who in this respect will make our mortal bodies alive through His Spirit dwelling in us. 

He makes use of the light according to which he is made - not acknowledging that the whole body 
is dark - to make himself a light God and to walk in his own lighted light to illuminate heaven and 
earth so that God is not able to say that he is a child of darkness. 

He uses life to deny his death; justice to establish his own righteousness, and then to claim that he 
is rejecting his own righteousness; holiness to sanctify and cleanse himself in his grave, to make up 
and polish his impurity so that the colour of his dead and the rust eating him up will not be seen. 

He uses the truth to make God a liar; to break away from God where he is bound to him and to 
bind God to himself with a word that - as he interprets it 

- didn't come to him. - He makes use of the intellect to turn away with the deceitfulness of God; to 
raise questions so that his godlessness does not strike him in the face; to resist the Spirit through self- 
deception and flattery in order to master God, whose ways and actions are but righteousness in the 
children of men. - Where else is it that where there is talk of the ungodly, he considers himself holy 
and pious, - and where of the saints and how it befits such that he considers himself a sinner and 
weak? 
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He makes use of the knowledge of good to gain divine approval for his evil deeds and pieces; and 
the knowledge of evil to view all the works of God from a point of view from which he praises or 
masters them, depending on how he thinks he can indulge his own wickedness. 

In short, after his trap, he uses all that he has from God and how God created him to stand beside 
God as an intimate friend, as a child beside the father, as an adulteress beside the man; to rob God of 
his crown, and to spurn the crown that God made. He does not want to be lost, not so unfit, so unjust, 
so unholy, so unfit and powerless, so wretched and rejected, so completely detached from God - as 
he really is. He always storms at it and does not want to stay in his place, at which God throws him 
down in his righteous anger, after the words: "On the day you eat of it, you will die of death! He 
wants to defend his being created in the image of God, his God-like nature, with all his strength before 
the face of God, just as he is lost; but because he realizes that he cannot get away with it and is not 
sufficient before the judgment of God, he blames the image for no longer being the same, instead of 
accusing himself of sinning against God alone. And now he thinks that if he first has the image again, 
or if only his powerless strength is tied off - like a bird from a rope - then he will soon be able to 
finish it with the help of the Spirit and through the power of Christ. For this purpose he theologizes 
one Jesus, one Holy Land, one Spirit, one faith, one grace, one service, one change and good works, 
one law, one gospel and what else; then he takes on individual persons, and when he has brought it a 
little further, the entire commandments, yes, in the end he wants to achieve more than he was guilty 
of and demanded of him by God - only that he has the image again; but for this he gives glory to God 
and will be perfect after this life as in paradise. And this his conduct has by no means any other reason 
than the rebellious endeavour to hold on to God's truth in injustice; no other reason than that he is 
working on God, whose justice punishes him for unrighteousness and disobedience, - punishes him 
for having brought about his own destruction and brings him to where he should be in God, in his 
salvation. 

Now this disobedience, this pride and arrogance of the flesh, this sin, whereby one does not let 
God remain God willing, comes out everywhere in different ways, but from the one effort to want to 
keep the law. This is nothing else, but a reversal of the order of all things, as it has been established 
from the beginning: one is like clay that wants to prepare the potter; like a dog that wants to play the 
master; like a work that wants to finish the master; or like one who wanted to create something with 
God, who made all things by his word alone. - But as little as this is conceivable, so little can flesh 
serve the spirit to bring forth anything before it; or will a deathly adept be able to bind the healthy, 
strong hero after his pleasure? 


As I have described to you, brethren, what flesh is and does, and why it uses the law, that is, to 
abide before God, - which is our sin: so have I also taught you that I cannot abide it because of my 
sin, my being free from God, being spiritual; but I am carnal, sold under sin. 

Yes, I am sold under sin, I am put into the borders of the land which is only sin. And this I am by 
the righteous judgment of Him who made heaven and earth, who created me also; against Him, 
against Him alone, I have been disobedient; therefore I have been handed over to sin and given up to 
sin. What I am, -1 am the property of sin; 
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what I think is sin; what I do or do not do is sin. She has me in her bot-ism, and she speaks 
everywhere: You are mine to serve me, to be under my power, to turn and turn at my pleasure. So 
God has had to remain God. And after I disobeyed, I lacked His glory; this is the sin under which I 
am sold. 

And what does this have a different effect in me than what I always experience: that I only with 
reluctance cling to him who alone is the way, the truth and the life, while he holds on to me according 
to the effect of the power of his strength, with which he also can subdue everything. - Because of me, 
I learn that I am destined for sin. This does not help me, no matter how much I wanted it to be 
different; and even if I do not want to be, I have to learn what I am: a child of death, off and on from 
God, unfit for everything; because -1 do what I do, I let go of what I let go of, - everything is wrong 
and no good. No one is good but the one God. But the creature is subject to vanity, and that it is so 
must be experienced by everyone, even as he wishes to reject it. The whole has closed the Scriptures 
together under sin. - But, O depth of the riches of the mind and the wisdom of Him who made all 
things for His own sake! Only in this way, this way alone, could he remain God and occupy us who 
believe with His glory, in which we - who have eternal life from God, which is in His Son Jesus 
Christ - hope with perseverance. God is God and no one beside him; we are human beings. Before 
our fall, we were perfectly good, blessed and happy in the obedience of his word: "You shall eat of 
all the trees of the garden, but of the tree of knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat"; there he 
was God and was well pleased with us, his subjects. But as we interpreted his word through Satan's 
deceitfulness, as if he had said it for his own sake, but not for his sake for our welfare, so we followed 
our desire. And after we had forsaken and lost God, our only good, in whom all our salvation is, no 
one would have recognized righteousness for his salvation, nor glorified it, if God had not shut up 
everything under sin; and God's holy throne would not have been recognized as eternal, if man - who 
after his fall became like a God, knowing what good and evil is - had not been driven out of Paradise 
with this science, in order to eat his bread in the sweat of his face and to draw children with pain and 
sorrow. For if the inevitable misery of the life of the body had not been there, the plans and 
monstrosities of this science - which, after all, are all ultimately shamed by this misery - would have 
been raised to a degree of realization, to a power to draw nearer to God, so that no one would have 
been helped to be brought back to God, and so that the fire from heaven would have consumed us all 
already. 

For the sake of holiness, truth, and the majesty of God, we were sold under sin, and so His Word 
had to prevail: "On the day you eat thereof, you shall die of death. 

The happiness of one who is with God consists only in God's sovereignty. But the creature, if he 
does not recognize this, if he rather wants to be like God, to know what is good and what is evil, if he 
places himself beside God with the presumption that where God is the first he wants to be the second, 
something like this beside God, for example the visible God who walks on earth, there he withdraws 
himself - soon even from the salvation of the glory of God; and just as the creature has thrown himself 
into ruin, so the punishment of his own presumption and audacity has come over him. - The holy 
nature of God could not tolerate a creature next to Him who unjustly 
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presumed to be something beyond the position he had undeservedly been given before this 
presumption by Him who had absolute freedom to create or not. 

Man's guilt is disobedience; that he thereby departed from God is his sin, and that he dies in this 
departure from God is the punishment which he has inflicted upon himself; and that everyone, in this 
absence from God, in this death, does not cease from that presumption and indignation, in which he 
reveals himself fully as a transgressor like Adam, in whose image he was conceived. - This is the 
state of affairs. God alone remains holy and just and His Word true; but I, I am in this condemnation, 
in this absence from God, in this death, in this desire to take into my own hands what the Most High 
holds exclusively in his own hands; I am in all the misery under which the creature sighs, and cannot 
repel it from me. By feeling so devoted, so subdued, so chained, so deprived of the freedom of will 
and action, that I have no other fruit even of my science of evil and good, than to be bound all the 
more firmly in this slavery: what do you mean, my brothers! do you think that I shy away from the 
holy law of God, or hate it, or think it sin? - O by no means! How terrible the sight of majesty is for 
me, how much I shrink, how deeply I sink into my bottomless forlomness, how I lie down in the 
feeling of my nothingness, so that all courage, spirit and vitality are gone, so that all consolation 
dwindles for me just there, just there, I feel in the sweetest way the sweetness of God's holiness. It 
is precisely in this: "Woe is me, I perish" that I praise and feel uplifted by His eternal being. In the 
letter that kills me, I feel a power and wisdom of God, which in the words and breath of the Eternal, 
which penetrate my ears and heart, has taken away my sins from me and made me sit before Him 
blameless, in order to testify to His righteousness and none else. If you have the Spirit of Christ, if 
you love Jesus Christ, unchanging in incorruption, you will uphold, love, uphold and administer the 
Law against all who would bring it down, divide and defile it. And so you confess that God is God, 
and flesh is flesh. But to keep the law beside Christ, and thereby to become righteous and blessed, is 
a procedure whose ungodliness and unlawfulness I cannot hold before you, for the sake of the 
holiness, righteousness and truth of God; for it is His Word with which He has shut up all things 
under sin, that He might have mercy on all, according to the counsel of His will, according to which 
He mentioned us in Christ Jesus before the world times, to be blameless and without wrinkling before 
Him in the Beloved. 


Now if any one of you think otherwise of yourselves, he may make it out before God. But I openly 
confess you of me when I earlier meant sin, how it also deceived me, but to become still once master 
through the commandment - that I now write to you that it is a cut off thing - because I am sold under 
sin. 


Verse 15. 

For what I do, I do not know, for it is not what I want that I do, but what I 
hate that I do. 

So it is evident to me from my works that I am carnal, sold under sin, and by becoming spiritual 
in the law, I cry out, "Go not into judgment with your 
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servant, for no living person is righteous before you! Who can know how often he is absent; forgive 
me also the hidden faults. - 

What is it, then, with the wit of doing and leaving! with the wit, as if it were up to man to determine 
what he does! with the wit, whereby one does not remain in faith every minute, remains under the 
Lord, leaving the doing to him! To him who always sends and guides his own, where and how they 
do not want, who gives them what they do not want, and keeps them as they do not want; although 
they want what He wants. For the way in which God guides his own is always contrary to the flesh, 
contrary to all that is visible. - The law is spiritual, but I do not know what is right, whether it is and 
will be good, or evil, what I do, or both at the same time. If I think it is evil, God says it is good; and 
again, God has not yet praised anything in me as what I first rejected as evil; has not yet punished 
anything in me as much as what I thought had to be corrected, because the law demands it. The law 
is not only about alignment, but rather about "what and how. 

So what is it with the highly celebrated doing, with the: "One must do something after all!" - One 
must do something, and one does not do it right, because one puts faith next to action, and thus lets 
action be valid next to grace. Alas! wherever your doing is valid, even if it is only approximately, 
you are unfruitful in grace. 

As the Almighty Merciful has taken hold of my hand, so he guides me according to his counsel 
and makes me do his will. He alone represents all things to me through Christ. As his eye is upon me, 
so in me, out of the fullness of his faithfulness, he sustains in me faith in his Word, against all that is 
visible; by this I must, I cannot help but walk in his ways and keep his commandments, as he prepares 
them for me, who created me in Christ Jesus. And I am certain of this, that all my being, my sleeping 
and waking, my doing and leaving is pleasing to him, and all that is in and on me is quite good and 
right; that our administration in heaven and all my doings are according to his will. But this is all 
God's doing, God's grace, is all matter of faith, - not mine. 

If, on the other hand, one wants to add a law to grace, as if, after having heard Christ, there were 
still something to be done for beatification, then I confess, speaking here of what we are doing: "I do 
not know what I am doing; I am earned, sold under sin. I am gone; I am finished. I cannot even take 
the responsibility for my actions; I cannot take responsibility for anything I do. With my knowledge 
of good and evil, I have not the slightest idea of what is good and evil in God. If I want to determine 
it according to my senses, to decide it according to my understanding: then the decision is always 
wrong, because common sense is hostile to God, because his thoughts of the law are completely 
contrary to the thoughts of God. 

If I am to speak of what I have done, then I am in general as Samson was. In particular, I am as 
Eve did, for she said, "I have the man Jehovah!"and it was a manslaughterer; like Isaac, because he 
wanted to bless Esau; like Joseph, because he wanted to bless the man who was wet; like Samuel, 
because he wanted to anoint Eliab at the sight of his figure and his great person; like Jonah, because 
he preferred Nineveh's downfall to the non-performance of his preaching; and like Abraham, because 
he did not want to send Hagar and her son Ishmael away from him. 

Man does not want to be carnal, he does not want to be sold under sin; he does not want to cling 
to the word of grace as such and wait on the Lord, and that is why he is always occupied with "do 
this", with the pretence of doing. But in the meantime he does not stop sinning, 
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and sins precisely in his preoccupation with the "do this"; so he is pious in his ways, after all, but 
never walks the path of the commandments of God, - and dies without God. - But this is the mystery 
of faith, that only the "righteous by faith" will live! Even though the religion and morality of the flesh 
may be annoyed with the saints, it has nothing to criticize in them, who God has thus guided, that 
while they showed with their actions that they were human beings, sold under sin, they nevertheless 
did God's will, whereas all those who did not want to be sinners and yet wanted to do God's will, 
helped themselves to ruin with the law "do this". - But this confession is to be firmly established: "I 
know, Lord, that man's action is not in his power, and he is in no one's power to walk or to judge his 
way" - and this word: "A wise man does not boast of his wisdom, a strong man does not boast of his 
strength, a rich man does not boast of his riches, but he who wants to boast boasts that he knows and 
knows me, that I am the Lord who practices mercy, justice and righteousness on earth; for such things 
please me, says the Lord. “ 

What do you want to do with the law, since it is only God's business to guide you, who wants you 
to be bound by faith? - Let us look at the sloppiness of the daily doings and goings-on, oh! then one 
will not be able to open his mouth for shame and disgrace. What is the situation of our actions and 
what do we see in our eyes? Shall I remind you of the thinking and doing, the writing and striving, 
the striving, the plans and efforts? how one torments and grieves here and there, cares there, 
anticipates God, is afraid and bears suffering for the sake of the least of these things; how one toils 
and toils to please others; how one is pressed and bent under a thousand things; how one despairs, 
fears, trembles; how we seek our own, more than what is God's! We walk along as if we were 
deceiving the world in its hinges; we want to die of weariness where misery oppresses us; we want 
to become discouraged and despair where things go quite differently than we expected according to 
our best intentions and wisdom! Then we cannot bear the ingratitude of the people and their 
misjudgment; we cannot rejoice in the judgments of God, that the deceivers succeed, and that we are 
taken for deceivers, for insincere ones, or judged as corrupters of all good things, as carnal ones, as 
those who walk after the flesh, and as authors of sects and sins! Yes, we still think we will be 
emaciated when the Diotrephes, and as they are all called - those servants who pretend to be preachers 
of justice - enchant the congregation and lead them away from us. There we look at the body of 
righteousness differently than it should be; perhaps we are ashamed of the testimony of Jesus Christ; 
there we judge some things differently than they really are; and we prefer the needs of the body and 
the habits of life to invisible things. - From this and other things we can well take it from what we do. 
Man always thinks of himself as being different from what he is; he always has a much better opinion 
of himself than of what he really is. What a defiant and despondent thing is our heart! 

I don't know what I'm going to do. Take hold of me. I'm making the law the touchstone of my 
operation here. We are talking here about how the clairvoyant and all-seeing eye looks at it, and how 
before its words, which direct all the thoughts and reflections of the heart, all my actions, all that I do 
and direct, and my whole person - with all that it does, in what and how it moves, and how it is 
constituted - lies clear, naked and open. We are speaking here of the law-spirituality; of how you are 
striving to establish a law alongside the gospel of the Son of God in order to live, act and walk 
according to it. -1 know the law, love it, honor it highly and handle it against false teaching with my 
own example. 
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As I look at it spiritually and judge my actions spiritually, I say, against all error to comfort you: 
"What I do, I do not know." So bottomless is my departing from God that I have no right opinion of 
myself or of everything I do, and I freely confess you: It is all vain nothing, vain sin; it is all such 
that, if I wanted to describe it to you, not only do I not know where to begin and where to end, but 
that I do not even have the intellect, memory, strength or ability to communicate it to you, - it is so 
immeasurable and unreachable for myself; it is more and more numerous than the hairs of my head. 

But that it is so, I know; for it is not what I want that I do, but what I hate that I do. 

So now it is not a matter of the willing or the running, but of the merciful God. 

Know I know no other will but the will of my God. For he hath sent me unto him, that I might 
dwell in his courts, and be filled with the goodness of his temple. Behold, my salvation is in the 
sweetness and sweetness of His Holiness, and with all the saints I rejoice that He is holy. I have come 
to His rest, and the love of God is within me and has made me His witness that He alone is holy. The 
holiness of God is my bread and wine, my life, my joy. May His name be hallowed, His kingdom 
come, His will be done! 

- And as I now have put my trust in his name and call on this name, and only want to know about it that 
he remains God and nobody else, so I seize this will as my banner, which I lift up high so that all enemies 
of God and his Christ fall to the ground before him and are destroyed. The Lord is God, the Lord is God 
and no one else, - only His word, His will, and all flesh shall be silent before Him. To Him the holiness, 
the kingdom, the power! To Him the blessedness and the lamb! To the King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
alone the crown! Before Him shall bow down and worship Him all that has breath! - And as his law is 
eternal and the expression of his holy being, his righteousness, so shall it be honored; and I want nothing 
else but what it wants; for of the same spirit of which the law is, of the same spirit I want what the spirit 
wants with the law. And it is precisely because of this spirit that the Law is to me a sound of the trumpet, 
a thunder of many mighty waters, falling down all the heights that rise up against the knowledge of God 
and His Son Jesus Christ, a resounding song of praise to our God; it is the only wise norm and form, tried 
and tested as fine gold, according to which His Kingdom, His throne, shall exist for and for, how His 
righteousness shall be proved to be that it alone is righteousness, and His wisdom that it is all wisdom, 
and His goodness that it lasts for and for. And as He alone is righteous and knows and is good in His will, 
as He has made it known to us in His law, so will I only do His will and no other. By having fellowship 
with the Father and with the Son, the Spirit gives me this testimony in my spirit, that I pray joyfully: "Your 
name be hallowed, your kingdom come, your will be done, yours is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory! And with all the saints and elect, I accept the Amen and rejoice only in God's law. My name has 
passed into His, my kingdom is over, and my will is subject to His, so that I am and live only to do His 
will and not to know of any other will; and that is my joy and bliss. In the communion of the Spirit, God 
shows me His work and how I am His creature in Christ Jesus, and I praise Him that His work is perfect. 
In the faith of Jesus all things are good to me, and His will is my will, and I want no law other than that 
which He made; and eternally I will and will glorify it. For as the love of God is poured out into my heart 
by the Holy Spirit who gave me; and as the Spirit of the law dwelling within me has revealed and shown 
me spirituality, so I see in 
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the law the miraculous masterpiece of the revelation of the will of our God; and so I want the same 
thing as it wants. 

But if I look down how I am on earth, in this body, in this atmosphere; if I look at the origin of my 
actions, my movements, and what they aim at: then the depth of my lostness is so bottomless that I 
don't even know what I am doing, because it is all about what I want to do. Therefore, I beseech you, 
my dear brothers, let it be made clear to you what you are beginning when, alongside the Gospel, you 
let the law be put before you to do it. What you intend, what you want only in the letter, you do not 
do; I am convinced of this by my own experience, in that I too do not do the same thing that I want 
according to the spirituality of the law. 

Everything around me is hostile to me in order to make it difficult, sultry and frightening for me; 
discontent and misery of various kinds oppress me. Then I am weighed down and sigh within myself, 
or I think that I and the wicked must have a completely different fate than what is really happening 
to us. Then I flatter myself with some hope, which is quite different from the hope of glory. Then my 
soul sticks to the dust and causes death, fear and anxiety in me; then I am captivated by the tendency 
to do other works than those made by God, and to seek salvation, rest and consolation in any other 
than God! Everything that surrounds me weighs me down so much that, though I believe and 
acknowledge that Christ's joy is fulfilled in me, I know only to speak of tribulation, for tribulation 
after tribulation comes to me in this life. - Do you think that the law as such is satisfied with this? the 
law which only brings joy in God's will and a joyful doing accordingly? Or does it mean loving God 
with all one's heart, with all one's soul and with all one's strength, when the heart is afraid in the 
service of God and the soul becomes discouraged, when the forces succumb and all courage wants to 
go out in the daily orientation of the profession into which we are placed by God, yes, when 
everything is contrary to us and works! 

Do you think that the law suffers this weakness in us, this despondency, this powerlessness, this 
unbelief, these doubts? - Not at all, all this makes it sinful. We must not be powerless. Even if we do 
not have what the law demands; it must be there. We must offer to it what we owe it, even if we do 
not have it. The law can neither modify nor abolish itself, but it must insist on every tittle and iota. - 
And that is just the way I want it. 

Do you think that it is according to the law that I am unfit, in the joyful opening of my mouth, to 
preach the hiddenness of the gospel as it is proper? or that I feel that preaching the gospel is imposed 
on me as a necessity? Is it according to the law that I have been among the congregation in fear and 
trembling, even in the beginning preaching the gospel because of the weakness of the flesh? Is this 
done as I will? Do you think that it would suit me and that my heart is not beating about where I once 
took a path that was not of faith, either to please my brothers or to harm my enemies? Is it my will 
that I should sometimes be so entangled by Satan that I should be defeated in the deed? Do you think 
that I am so sinless before I entrust it to God that my gospel will find disobedience and adversaries in 
all places? or until I - if I want to - send myself in well, so that the evil people and seducers increase 
in number and power and continue in their seduction and being seduced? - Or what would be more 
in accordance with your law and my will than to be always of good cheer? But who will comfort me, 
who will make me feel good, but not you, nor the upright in the land? - 
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If I believe in the glory of God and love and want this very glory and majesty, then of course my 
actions are not in accordance with this glory. When I am surrounded by weaknesses of all kinds; 
when I am hungry, thirsty, needy, and in danger; when I am scourged, stoned, bound, imprisoned, 
disgraced, scorned, scorned, misjudged, and deceived; when I am treated as if I were a refugee, 
especially by those whom I would have the right to demand that they accept me as a Christian: do 
you think that all this would suit me so well that not even aversion and the like would rise up in my 
heart? - no matter how much I want the will of God to be done! - 

No, the very thing I want won't come out in this deal. If the law says, "Thou shalt not covet," I 
nevertheless experience every day that I covet, even if I do not want to, and so, in everything I want, 
doing is so far removed from wanting that I do precisely that which I hate. - Or does someone love 
evil plague, illness, weakness and death in his body? Where someone wants to be strong, healthy and 
powerful, doesn't he hate the opposite in himself? In the same way, as the law hates weakness, 
resentment, unbelief and desire of that which is not of God. - I hate my incompetence, my fear, 
trembling and dread; I hate to act other than according to the will of God; to have a reason for my 
doing other than His will; to have a different movement, a different coming in and going out than 
from Him, to Him; to have a purpose other than the name of Christ; and yet, how often is not, however 
much I hate it, self-love, self-pleasure, self-healing, how often is this not the reason, movement and 
purpose of my doing! I hate my righteousness - that which is of the law - as filth and filthiness, with 
all that I might gain by it; and yet, how often is not, I have not yet grasped it, for which I am grasped 
by Christ Jesus. I hate every glory other than the glory of the cross of Christ, through which a world 
is crucified to me and I to the world; I have reason to rejoice where those who want to show 
themselves as something special reject my na-men as useless; - and yet it is an unmeasured pain to 
me, it is like a dagger thrust into my breast, that they should deal with me. I hate to have any hope of 
my work other than the will of God; - and yet I am sorry that I do not see my own hopes realized. - 
Do you think it is in accordance with the law of God to look at what is before the eyes? to want to 
spare where God does not want to spare? to make blessed where God does not want to be blessed? to 
have extended his kingdom where he does not want to rule with his grace? to keep together where he 
wants to have scattered, so that the sincere may be revealed? - Do you think it is not hateful that I am 
almost dead in the hope of glory and that I am angry in spirit, struggling and agonizing, because of 
the unbelief and impertinence of the people? Should it not be all well and good to me, as eternal 
wisdom wills, that his word may prevail and his truth prevail when he is judged? - And yet, if it were 
up to me, I would conquer the whole world for the Gospel; if it were up to me, no one would deny 
the Lord; if it were up to my sinful mind, I would not be carnal, I would not be sold under sin, I would 
be absolutely holy, and so I would make the invisible visible, and with God I would be God, but God 
would be nothing, and liars his prophets; the Lamb of God would be crucified anew, standing before 
the throne of majesty as slaughtered; - and the devil in the form of the man of sin would be worshipped 
as a Jesus in the temple of God, with a spirit, an enthusiasm, an energy that is always peculiar to false 
Christians and liars! - 

Bless me in the bonds and barriers in which the mercy of Christ has kept me! Now I cannot help 
but do his will. - But if I had got out of these blessed barriers, 
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oh, my dears, I know too well what would happen. For this reason I have too much respect for the 
law to be able to keep it; for if I, in these limits of grace, were to do what I hate and not what I want, 
how abominable, how sinful would be the presumption of wanting to take the law at the same time to 
master grace, as if it were not sufficient; the presumption to offer God, who made everything Himself, 
according to my ideas of good and evil, with a lied spiritual power; the presumption to force and 
hypocrite a position before Him and before men that does not belong to me! - God alone can and must 
do the law, as God's law is windy. - 

Do not think that I am of another kind as you are; and no one thinks more highly of me than he 
sees me or knows himself in the light of the holiness of God. For of all desire, sensation, feeling and 
imagination I judge by the law of God once and for all this one thing: "Vanity of vanities! it is all 
vanity! All judgement is confused by self-love, all reason is captive, all will is in bonds, all power is 
destroyed and annihilated; the soul is so thoroughly emptied of God that it is not even able to rise up 
to God to call upon His presence and praise Him; the spirit is so drowsy, so filled with illusions and 
with things without meaning, that it is impossible for man, both at night when he sleeps, in his dreams, 
and during the day when his imagination wanders in the depths of earthly and transitory things, 

- is enough to show him how he is occupied in his innermost being with nothing else but the constant 
and unceasing violation of the commandment: "Thou shalt not commit any crime! 

With this desire for a thousand things, one is either a burden and nuisance to oneself or to oneself 
and one's neighbor. One makes oneself and others silent, complaining, crying, sighing and 
discouraged, while one should be constantly making oneself and others happy and joyful, giving good 
courage and encouragement, while one should stand without ceasing as one who loves God above all 
things and one's neighbor as oneself. In this confession now, which I make to you of myself, "that I 
do not do precisely what I want to do; but conversely I do precisely what I hate," may you examine 
yourselves to see whether the flesh is strong when the spirit is willing; whether your heart is different 
from mine and from the heart of any man, for from within the heart of man come evil thoughts, 
adultery, fornication, murder, theft, stinginess, stalking, cunning, fornication, for the eyes of a scarf, 
blasphemy, arrogance, unreasonableness. - You may now test yourselves, not whether you wish to 
do what the law wants spiritually, but whether you do it. Whether you love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength, and your neighbor as yourself; whether 
you never desire what your neighbor is; and whether your bodies always remain in such discipline 
and chastity that you never experience the slightest shameful impulse, not the slightest thing about 
which you should be ashamed before God and His holy angels. 

If someone says, "No, of all these things I know nothing," I answer, "Blessed are you if you abide 
in them, and not only in them, but also in all the words of the law, for having done them. - If someone 
says: "Yes, I know it and I know far more about it than you will believe," I pray to him in the love of 
God for you: that fornicators, thieves, immoral and miserly people will not inherit the Kingdom of 
God and of Christ. And if he submits to faith, we preach to him: "Forgiveness is for your sins". And 
he will not despise God who above gave us his Spirit when we testify that God does not call us to be 
unclean, but to be sanctified. Only where you know the truth in Jesus that our old man was crucified 
with him, so that the body of sin might be destroyed because of the no longer serving of sin, 
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will you honor with me the law too highly to want to keep it, in order to bring upon us the wrath of 
Him who did not set us up for wrath, but for the attainment of salvation through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. - For we, acknowledging how God speaks to us, beloved of the Lord, to the beatitude of the 
beginning, in spirit sanctification and in the faith of not what is false but what is true, we cannot 
leave the first love for the sake of those who insist on eating of the wood of life in the paradise of 
the law and confusing spirit and letter, but holding fast to the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus Christ, I say to you for consolation, instruction and warning: "What I will I do not do, but 
what I hate I do", - so that you may remain in the strong castle and secure defences, in which we 
may serve God well in discipline, shame and reverence. - 


Verse 16. 

But if I do what I do not want to do, l agree with the law that it is good. 

So it is probably out of my behavior what a distance there is between my actions and the law. And 
even if I wanted to keep it, in order to keep my actions in harmony with it, my actions would still 
punish me for not being in accordance with the law. But that is why I am not averse to the Law, and 
I do not hold it against you in such an opinion that you cannot keep it with Christ. I am in complete 
agreement with the law against myself. My only concern is that God's will be done, not what I want, 
but what He wants, I want - but where does it come from that just where God's will is to be done, 
such a fear of death overcomes me? What fear, trembling and fearing, what groaning! Is it not the 
case that the will of him who made heaven and earth must be done? Is he not God? Is he not the King 
of kings, the Lord of lords, the God of spirits of all things? Am I not necessarily bound in Him, 
committed to Him? Has He not given me life, surrounded me with a thousand benefactions? He alone 
is worthy that we should give everything to Him, according to His command, since we are not ours 
with all that we have, but His own and only. He alone is worthy that our hearts, minds, and thoughts 
should always be directed to Him alone, and that against the flesh we should always hold fast to His 
Word, and consider and judge everything as He considers and judges it. Is He my Father: why do the 
false brethren attack me? Is He my God: why do I let Satan cloud His light on me? Is He my salvation: 
why do I care about the things of this life? Is He my refuge: why do I fear the sword, hunger, 
nakedness, cold? Does He have everything in His hand: what will the forces of darkness do to me? Is 
He the Father of eternity: what may the present, past or future do to me? Is He truthful in all His 
words: why is it so muggy for me, as if it were a lie that He lives and that His nevertheless is certain, 
when I see the contrast of all His promises? - 

Let me not worry about where I administer God's cause, however little or much He may seem to 
have taken care of my cause in the eyes of men! But where I am in charge of His cause, I want nothing 
else but for His truth to exist! - Why then this distress of soul, this distress, this fear, whether He is 
on schedule with me when it comes to the meeting? Why do I prefer to avoid the presence of those 
whom I know to be enemies of Christ, 
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as if I was to shy away from coming into contact with them to bear good witness to them? Why is it 
so difficult to tell someone openly that his heart is not right before God? Why would I rather be silent 
than preach the cross of Christ, early and untimely? - And vice versa: why do I care about it? if not 
because I am carnal, and do precisely what I hate. 

But when I experience in this way, and in the law in general - as it is spiritual, and does not suffer 
that it is twisted in the mind of the flesh and carnally adapted to our doing - that I do precisely that 
which I do not want; but where, on the contrary, I see in my doing how it is always reluctant and busy 
to do the will of my God against my will; then it becomes evident to me how unattainable the law is 
for me. - Forever I find occasion to perceive in myself my nature as I am carnal and the nature of the 
law as it is spiritual, and so I feel the law of the invisible high above me at the right hand of God, and 
I give thanks to the God and Father of Jesus Christ our Lord, and I become conscious of the peace of 
which I am a partaker in the name of Jesus Christ. I know that I am surrounded by the goodness of 
my God, who has had mercy on me and is faithful to me forever, and so I am fully committed to his 
law. If I compare my nature and my actions with the law of God, which I love, and with His will, 
which I want, then it becomes clear to me that I could not have maintained it. Because of the truth of 
God which is in me, I cannot help but reject all my actions and confess that they are completely wrong 
and twisted. But I agree with the law that it alone is fine. The law alone is such a perfect masterpiece 
of expression of what the eternal Spirit, the Spirit of holiness, wants in every consideration, that I 
abhor any attempt to adapt my actions to the actions of God as the most horrible conceit from the 
outset. And I myself now take the law - that it is holy, just, good, purified, tested, perfect and entirely 
in accordance with the will of God - in opposition to all my actions; and renouncing all action, I feel 
strengthened in the faith of Jesus, of whom we are made. 

Yes, precisely because I do not do what I want, I agree with the law that it is good, but that I am 
unfit for anything. And when I say to you that I cannot keep the law in grace, I say it because, 
renouncing the "do this," you are doing the law right, that it is beautiful, praiseworthy, good, true, 
and supremely honorable, and that it should not be reviled by our presumption of "do this. I do not 
say that it is over and done with, so that you unlawfully renounce the law; or as if I myself wanted to 
renounce it, in order to indulge my lust in spite of the law: no, I say it because I am completely 
incorporated into the law out of love for the righteousness and truth of God, because I have no other 
judgement over it, no other thoughts than those which are shown to me. For I cannot be indifferent 
whether the law is given its due or not; whether I do what the law wants or whether I do what it 
forbids me to do; whether I do good or whether I do what I do not want to do. I am not at all indifferent 
whether I desire or do not desire; whether I pray and guard against evil or not; whether I walk 
according to the law, according to the letter, or not; whether God is known to me forever as the living 
God and faithful hoard or not; whether I always keep his word in obedience or whether I waver; 
whether I praise Him forever as the True One and rely on Him completely, or whether I am suspicious; 
whether in all my conduct I trample underfoot everything that does not possess His life, His honour, 
His glory, or whether I am still mistakenly held back by things that are of no use. - 
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I well know that they blaspheme those who are mine and maliciously enough accuse us of the 
claim: "I do not care whether what the law preys and forbids is done or transgressed; one should do 
evil so that good may come out of it; one can sin freely after it if one only keeps to grace. O, no, I do 
not want anything other than what the law wants; how could I otherwise, since I have loved, honored, 
esteemed, and esteemed the law since I have known God's righteousness! But I teach you that if one 
wants to keep the law and the deeds - where one is killed by the body of Christ, and if one seeks to 
reconcile it with Christ, with whom one died to sin in his death and with whom one lives with God 
in his resurrection: - then one does the very opposite of what the law wants; and that one acts contrary 
to his spirit while, according to the letter of the book, one seeks to obey it. 

But if you hold the law in high esteem, as I have held it high, so that you do not conceal a little 
bag of the law against you, but rather handle it and let it stand against you, then you will hold fast to 
Christ, then you will serve God in spirit and truth. But where not, - there one waves away from Christ's 
grace with his literal truth, having a spiritual lie in his right hand. And so that you, bringing yourselves 
to ruin, may not protect yourselves from the fact that I am averse to the law, even though you are 
convinced that you are better off against yourselves, I will make every effort to make it clear to you 
how I stand by the law. -1 want what the law wants, but I do not find what I want in it, even though 
I believe that I am according to the will of God, and I walk in the fellowship of the Father and the 
Son, of which the Holy Spirit bears witness, and the future and revelation of Jesus Christ awaits me 
with joy, where we will be made manifest with Him, God of the invisible image, who is our glory, as 
well as the expression and embodiment of what God wants according to the eternal Spirit. 

But so, it is all from God, from whom we are righteousness, sanctification and redemption in Christ 
Jesus, and from whom we offer all things as they are at hand in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, on the 
basis of faith in his word, power and truth. The law is not against us, but I am for the law; and now, 
as I am for the law and agree that it is good, I am aware of my daily, repeated and unceasing doing, 
thinking, senses and desires, and of my heart's poetry and aspirations, and I see that the Spirit does 
not come out of the flesh, for I do the opposite of what I praise in the law. 

But when it comes to this, I know that I am not against the law; rather, where I am plagued by a 
lust for vanities, wanting nothing but the will of God, yet and precisely there - which Satan alone 
would grant me if God were no longer willing to hold it against me -1 blame myself, and not the law. 
And the more the sense of the flesh is revealed to me, the more I appreciate the law, and the more I 
admire its spirituality, chastity and beauty. Under this reverence for the law I receive an even stronger 
impression of the dreadful depths of the abyss of my lostness into which we have descended; for if I 
want something else and do something else; if it is not my will, nor the law, but if what I am doing is 
contrary to my will, it will be clear to you that the reason why I cannot keep the law must lie 
elsewhere. - In the case of the law it does not say: where strength is lacking, the will should be praised 
and credited for deeds; but: "do this and you will live", and "Cursed is every one who does not abide 
in all the words of the law to do them. 
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So what else could be the cause other than that I am sold under sin, so that God may remain God and 
His Word may be: "To whom I have mercy, I have mercy, and to whom I have mercy, I have mercy. 


Verse 17. 

But now it is no longer I who work this, but the sin that dwells within me. 


If it were up to the commandment: - God would not be able to judge the world, God would not be 
just, and the whole world would not be condemned before him; but he has created man well in the 
condition of the commandment. If it were the law, the law could not be focused on Christ, for it would 
be a requirement of us, without Him and against Him, in whose community perfection according to 
God can be found all alone. If it were up to me - to and for me: I would be a Pharisee if I did not do 
what the law wants, or if I did not keep the law alongside grace. If it were up to my actions, in and of 
themselves, and the reason not elsewhere, I would be either indifferent or self-righteous, if I did not 
try to mend my actions so that in the end the Law would find no fault with them. Then I would look 
at what I do and judge what is sin and what is not, and seek the cause of my doing what I hate in my 
doing, and I would divorce between my doing and my doing. With that part of the doing which the 
conscience - as it is without the Holy Spirit - would consider good and godly, I would then build a 
house of comfort for myself, so that the matter with God could already begin; for I would consider 
this so-called good as a sign of God's grace in me; and in this way I would seek a counterweight to 
what the same conscience would consider evil, that is, the opposite side of my actions, in a self-made 
Jesus and then in the better part of my actions than in the Spirit of God. - But whoever seeks this, 
whoever walks, does not agree with the law, that it is spiritual, chaste, and good, but is always busy 
to renounce it and to theologize in the place of the law according to his thoughts and his heart's 
pleasure another one; or he defiles and divides it. But as I allow it to exist wholly and undividedly, 
and want what the law wants, though I do the opposite, so I myself take sides with the law against 
myself; and as I have been executed and put to death under the law, so that the law may remain as I 
have acknowledged it spiritually, so I say, "that it is no longer I who do it, but the sin that dwells 
within me. 

This is what I have told you: I am carnal, sold under sin; therefore I do not know what I am doing. 
And this I say to reveal the deepest reason for our lostness; not to push the guilt away and roll it onto 
sin, but so that you may know where the cause lies, why I cannot keep the law, and why only "the 
righteous in faith" will live. The cause lies in my relationship with God. He is holy - I am unclean; 
and how can there be a pure one from the unclean? Where is a man who lives and does not sin? - So 
sin is what lies in between. And even if I want to be different, and if my whole person is opposed to 
that which does not conform to the Law, - sin makes it absolutely impossible for me to do something 
praiseworthy to the Law. But that I want what the law wants is only out of love for the righteousness 
of God; not as if I wanted to presume that I could ever be equal to this will 
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with my actions; for the sin dwelling in me always directs the opposite of what the law aims. 

"Hey! some will say, that would be strange! should I not be able to achieve this? I must do this 
and that; should I not then be able to do that when the will is there? it is a will from God, - that is, a 
free will! Will I not be able to accept the law in addition to grace? grace is there! should I not therefore 
be able to create my happiness through works with this will? - 

Oh, by no means! - This does not mean keeping God's commandments, letting law and grace, faith 
and work stand side by side, or trying to pair them up and mix them up. That I want what the law 
wants -1 say this simply in faith in God's justice; and that I do the opposite, I recognize it from the 
same faith. Now if I, as some of you seek to deceive yourselves, would use this recognition to modify 
my nature as I am carnal, by keeping the law beside faith, so that this nature would be ground down 
by the law, I would be completely contrary to the law, because it wants either the non-existence of 
this nature, or the life in Christ Jesus, - which latter covers that nature before the face of God. And 
only in this way is this state helped; only by faith, but not by work. Nor is it helped by the work of 
the law besides faith, because our condition is sin. For if I do not do what I want according to the will 
of the law, where does this come from other than from our nature, where does it come from other than 
because I am carnal, than because I am sold under sin? 

That is why I do not even look for the cause in myself any more, as if it were due to my own 
actions; no, it is in my nature, as I have departed from God through my own fault, where the poetry 
and aspiration of my heart is evil from my youth. If I want to be different, and do differently than I 
want, I do not even do it anymore, but I am gone, I do not want to know anything more about myself, 
I am finished. I am now out of the question; not a single deed can be expected of me that would be in 
accordance with the law. I am completely disembodied, completely demoralized; with my science of 
good and evil, I have no idea how to make a single thing right for God. So how could I know what to 
do? Nor should there be any more talk of the self, for since I do not want what I am doing, I do not 
even do it any more. If I could at most make some corrections to what I am doing against my will, 
then I would be able to keep the law; but now, now the law is there, now there is wrath all around me 
if I keep it. If there were no law, there would be no transgression; but now, because it is there, there 
is transgression everywhere; now it is not even up to me to do or not to do, for wanting it does not do 
anything, however much I want it, 

- now the law is here, now I am handling it with my will against myself in my actions. I do not do it 
like those who seek their excuse in it, saying: "I am unfortunately wrong, but I have something good 
in me"; no, I say: not the hands do it, not the feet, not the eyes, not the heart for itself, - although they 
are instruments of my perdition, yes, even I myself do not do it any more. I no longer seek it in myself 
as I am now; rather, I go into the depths from which it springs, so that I do not know what I am doing, 
so that I do not do what I want to do, but what I hate, and whereas I cannot keep the law, it is because 
of my inner nature, my absence from God, the enmity that springs from it, the sin that dwells in me. 
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This sin under which I am sold is the lack of the glory of God; the state to which I have come down 
by disobedience, - that of being free from God; my way, Na-tur, as I am carnal, as flesh begotten of 
flesh is quite different from spirit; a to-tal contradiction to God's eternal truth; perishable dust in him 
who remains and is eternal; filth in the holiness of God; death in life; darkness in the light; withered 
leaves in the independent Creator of all things. It is my being out of the proximity of the glory of 
majesty; - and after I am out of it, the unceasing lie in me, as if I were not out, the lie in which I am 
constantly in place, as if none of these things had happened, as if I had not departed from God because 
of my disobedience, as if I was still like him, as if the word was a lie: "The day you eat of it, you will 
die of death"; - continually putting me in place, as if this judgment had not come upon me, as if I had 
not been condemned as flesh by the Spirit of Holiness, as if there were a secondary cause besides the 
faith of Jesus, as if I could still produce, create, act, pretend to be or mean something in the kingdom 
of God: this is the sin that dwells in me! 

This conceit of our pride, as if things were not so bad after all - this thinness, to assert ourselves 
with our actions, and thus to swing ourselves up to God; this incessant rebellion against God; this 
rebellious delusion within us, as if we had the intellect to judge the things of God, the will to bring 
something into line with him, the strength to carry it out; as if we had eyes to look up, hands to work 
things out, feet to show ourselves quickly at God's command, and a heart sent to the piety of God, 
and a body as the holy angels may have. This perversity and obstinacy of our whole being and activity, 
whereby we do not cease to push ourselves into the place of Christ, so that only the peculiarity of the 
flesh may assert itself in a glory in which we are no longer, in the glory of God! This treachery in my 
heart, which always wants to rise up to self obedience, high above the obedience of faith, and which 
uses the motives of our birth to put aside the will that is in accordance with the will of the law, and to 
direct action into all that which must be offered to death! 

Behold the sin that does! - And now not me. I'm finished. - That sin dwells in me. It has in me its 
house and appliance, its workshop and armoury. It is not on my skin or in my bones; not in the body, 
as God created me, but in me, as I was delivered from God, as I lost God; in the finest fibres of the 
soul, the mind, the heart; in the most hidden corners of my being, how I am estranged from God, and 
from there the brain, the marrow, the blood and the limbs of the body fills all those who, stirred up 
by their lust against God's lust, are kept in action and nourished by him who has power over death, 
that is the devil, by the saitan angel, the unceasing accuser of my and all holy righteousness, the 
enemy of Christ and God. 

This sin that dwells within me is. This activity of death, which wants to acquire life in self-love, 
in self-help, in a desire to be something-self next to God; this desire to found a kingdom next to the 
throne of God's glory, - a kingdom of shadows, imitating eternal life, which God gave us in His Son 
Jesus Christ! Beside this, this never-ending forgetting to rejoice in the Lord's Supper of the Lamb; to 
be filled with the monthly fruitful wood of life; to be intoxicated with the rations of the streams of 
living water that gush forth from the throne of God and of the Lamb for no reason! 
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This tendency to always corrupt and disrespect what God has made for us and to desire what He 
withholds from us for the good or has put away from us: - this sin dwelling in me does so, and this 
sin consists - in one word - of an unceasing activity within me not to remain in the word of God, and 
of being deprived and without all good since I have departed from him who alone is good - God. 

I am subject to this inner plague all my life. So because I came down through my own guilt, God's 
holiness, after I came away from Him, had to surrender to this wretchedness, so that His truth and 
His kingdom would prevail, so that His law would exist as it is from the eternal Spirit and is 
interpreted by Him. And because the Law insists on a non-existence of sin, regardless of whether sin 
dwells in us, there is no other way but to have offered to the Law, out of Christ and out of His Spirit, 
that which God portrayed in Christ, to all who are in Christ Jesus, to all who merely wait for His grace 
and goodness, or to present Himself to the Law as God presented us to Himself in Christ Jesus, to 
whom we are raised with Him in His resurrection from the dead, to live God forever. - But in this life 
that God has given us, which is in his Son Jesus Christ, in this walking in the newness of the Spirit I 
live; but it is no longer I, but Christ lives in me, and what I now live in the flesh I live in faith, in that 
of the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 


Verse 18. 

For I know that good things do not dwell in me, that is, in my flesh: for willing 
is in me, but doing good I find not. 

"How", some people here will think, "sin dwells in you? but there is something in you that is good; 
and with it you will be able to do what is right according to the law! - Yes, there is in me that which 
is good: Christ and his fullness. - But here we are talking about the fact that after hearing and 
professing the gospel of God from his Son, one maintains and accepts the law, because then one is 
translated by the one who called us by grace, Christ, into a more recent gospel; and there it is all flesh, 
and not walking according to the Spirit. But as one has accepted Christ Jesus the Lord, so too one 
should walk in him, rooted and built up in him, and established in faith. 

And since I know well enough what it looks like when I am not merely and solely at His mercy, I 
only want to know about Him who was raised up for our righteousness, but nothing more about me. 
For what would dwell in me, when I am gone and departed from God? for all that is in me and in me 
is flesh, since I came into conflict with Him who is spirit, because I am flesh begotten of flesh. From 
me - in and for me - there is not a single mention at all; it is over with me; it is about what I have 
become through disobedience. 

How! do you want to look for a lily or a rose from the grass? do you look for fresh flowers in the 
field that the winter frost has thrown down? - The enduring work, the eternal deed, an unceasing good 
deed, as the law demands it, - does it dwell in my flesh? does a performer dwell in my flesh who 
carries it out according to the eternal spirit? - The flesh itself is not good, 
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precisely because it is flesh; because I am carnal, sold under sin, how would anything that is good 
dwell in me - if not Christ alone and pure! 

"But with him, with his power, with the help of his spirit, we shall succeed in carrying out what 
the law wants, and therefore we want to keep the law, because what it demands must be there. - You 
may see whether those who make you restless with such teaching are able to free you with their 
Gospel from the evil and ever accusing conscience. For they cannot believe where they do not work, 
and yet, in the face of death, they must cast away their work; and they pronounce their own judgment, 
saying that their work is half of God and half of themselves; for the law condemns all semi-being, all 
work of pride and self-love and self-chosen activity, and only the perfect work will be valid in the 
revelation of Jesus Christ with the angels of his power. They must always pray to God to do their 
work well, or to reconcile it; and so they can never have a good confidence that it is quite good and 
right, according to the will of God before his face. And as they themselves always waver, so they also 
make you waver with their works. For even those who make you restless do not themselves keep 
what they prescribe as necessary for salvation; but they enjoin you to obey their commandments, 
which they present as the will of Allah, so that they may boast in your flesh, lest they go to perdition 
alone; and, relying on the total faith of the flesh, they think they have thereby secured themselves 
from the eternal wrath of God, who remains on all who do not remain in the Son, - think they are 
something by grace, and can, should, and must now do something with the Law. 

This is the kind that curses its father and does not bless its mother; the kind that thinks itself pure 
in its eyes and yet is not washed of its excrement. A species that carries its eyes high and holds up its 
eyelids. The kind that hath swords for teeth, and eateth with his molars, and eateth up the afflicted of 
the land, and the poor of the people: he is like the hedgehog, and hath two daughters: bring, bring. 

But this is the lecture which Agur gave to the two men who claimed "God is with me; therefore 
one is efficient (with the law)": - "I am the most foolish and human understanding is not with me. I 
have not learned wisdom, and I do not know the science of the Blessed Sacrament. Who goes up to 
heaven and down? Who takes the wind in his hands and binds the waters in a garment? Who has 
placed all the ends of the world? What is his name and the name of his son? Do you know? - All the 
words of God are purified, and are a shield to those who trust in him. Do not do anything to his words, 
that he does not punish you, and you will be invented lying! I ask two things of you, you will not 
refuse me. Let idolatry and lies be far from me; give me not poverty and riches, but let me take my 
portion of food. I would otherwise, where I would be too full, deny and say: Who is the Lord? "Or 
where I am made poor, I will steal and take the name of my God." 

See, this is how I know myself. God's wisdom and power is Christ; but my wisdom and power is 
fool's stuff. What God has represented in me through Christ Jesus, how I have received grace upon 
grace from the fullness of Christ, I will not throw away this grace, but I will praise it forever, as it is 
with me and is not in vain in me. But of myself I will know nothing, and will bear witness to nothing 
else, but as I know myself, and know that in me, as I am carnal, good things dwell not. But where 
good things do not dwell, good things cannot come forth, even if I were to use all the power of Christ 
and the help of the Spirit, for if one is only flesh, only sold under sin, it is not possible for anything 
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to come to light that could even approximate the law as it is spiritual and judges. And even the Blood 
of Christ cannot cover an imperfection that only comes from the suppression of perfection in Him in 
whom we were created as God's creature in good works according to the purpose of grace. - Only 
being in the community of the Father and the Son is the straightening of our feet on the way to peace. 
But the one who wants to bring something into this community, in order to make himself head in it, 
remains seated in darkness and in the shadow of a death, which he ate from the wood of the knowledge 
of good and evil. 

My passing over from this death into eternal life is only in the faith of Jesus, only in the fellowship 
of his death and resurrection. If you want to add works, you violate the faith and destroy the law; you 
deny the perfection of the work of God, who thus created His chosen ones in Christ Jesus, so that 
they walk the way of His commandments, as He planned it before the times of the world in Christ, 
and they cannot and should not do otherwise, so that His word may remain: "To whom I have mercy, 
to him I have mercy", so that the choice of mercy, the way of God, may be established, so that he 
may show the wretched his salvation and his blessedness, which they hope for. 

From Him, through Him, to Him is everything. Who gave the Lord advice that He should do it 
differently? It is my fault. There is no good in me. In my house dwells all that is unclean: how could 
something holy, something pure come out of it! Have faith, the Spirit of Christ, and you will be bound 
in him as the child is bound in the mother. The embryo brings nothing to the mother, but the mother 
brings everything to the embryo: so I too have nothing to God. For the fruits which are offered unto 
him are not with the law, but flee through him that is raised from the dead, through Jesus Christ to 
the praise and glory of God, who gives life to the dead, and call unto him that is not as if it were. But 
not through me; no good has dwelt in me since I was delivered from God. I know this, and I know it 
because the will itself lies with me, and yet I do not find the execution of that which could be adapted 
to the law. 

"So this is how you find wanting after all?" Yes. - "This wanting is good, isn't it?" Absolutely. I 
answer without ambiguity. "So good will is in you after all?" - Not at all: it's up to me. - "How so?" 
Because I agree with the law that it is good. - Having been justified by faith, keeping peace with God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, we have access through Him to the throne of grace in which we stand. 
- Thus the law - which is a law of sin and death for those who walk in the flesh - is a law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus; and where those see nothing but thunder and lightning and smoke and a 
consuming fire, our face shines in this light with the joy of God in the knowledge and grace of Jesus 
Christ. - It is wonderful to me how the eternal merciful one joins dust and ashes; I see God's bliss in 
God's will, in this will all my salvation; even if nothing would come of it for me that his will be done 
and that his law remains and is administered, I feel eternally happy that this will is done. That God - 
God, and remain recognized as God, as he reveals his justice in the Gospel of Christ: this is the 
imperishable breath of the Spirit in me, in which my hope of life in Christ is established. In the spirit 
of faith, I see God's righteousness, his sweet holiness, his wisdom, faithfulness and mercy, his perfect 
being, his good government and counsel shining forth gloriously in God's laws; and as I love his glory 
in this blessedness, so I love the way in which he showed me his glory. I recognize that I lack his 
glory; I believe that the Lord of glory has taken me into his glory, 
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has given me his glory. In this glory I experience the vain, the useless, the incompetent of my 
selfhood, just as I have departed from God; everything about this death is abhorrent to me; in my 
being, being and doing I see nothing that is in accordance with the law as it is spiritually interpreted, 
nothing that is in accordance with faith. The Spirit of truth fills me with the peace of God by making 
me taste that His truth is true; thus I feel strengthened and comforted in my lostness. In experiencing 
my absence from God, He lifts up His countenance upon me; and in lifting it up upon me, I feel Him 
close to me, and His will is close to me; and as His anointing remains with me, so also the will is 
always with me. 

Thus my heart is according to God, to want only what He wants; and this is the will of God for 
me, the obedience of faith: to recognize under God that His holy will alone is good; to recognize that 
all creatures, including myself, are according to this will; to recognize that He is worthy to be subject 
to Him in all things, in every respect, unconditionally, without doubt, without contradiction, without 
unbelief, without fear, completely perfect. I am devoted to this will, to do only what it wants, for it is 
the spirit of faith that draws me there. - And yet, as for the execution: the execution of what is fitting, 
what is quite true and perfectly good, I do not find. 

I wanted to stand out and boast, like those who confuse you, and try to make Christ vain with their 
law which they set up beside Christ: Of course, I would be more glorious than all these, for I have 
never given myself to the laziness to which those who give themselves, those who disarm the law 
only with Christ, and want to deprive it of its armor, its right to curse, to condemn and to compel, so 
that afterwards, as a prisoner, according to their lusts and dogmas of the flesh, they may give it bread 
and water, so that it may not condemn them when it appears in Christ on that day in the freedom of 
God. 

But boasting is of no use to me; rather, as I preach that it is not of running, nor of wanting, but of 
the merciful God, so I will boast most of all of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may be like 
a tent around me; for when I am weak, I am mighty in his power, with which our Lord girdeth me. 
But as for me, who am sold under sin in the flesh, I have learned that good things do not dwell in my 
flesh, however often and in whatever manner I may have tried, however often I may think that it is 
now possible, in this or that play. Now that we have begun to act from the law, now that I have grasped 
its holiness and spirituality well in my eyes, now I know that it cannot be other than that all around 
me those who dwell in me - sin, being deprived of all good, reveal themselves; and I never find the 
alignment, the accomplishment of that which is adaptable to the spirituality of the law, or that which 
in the light of God wants to be presented through me to the law as nice, as praiseworthy, as perfect, - 
as it should be. 
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Verse 19. 


For I do not do what I want, good things; but what I do not want, evil 
things, I do. 

If anyone here understood wanting and not wanting as it goes around in the hearts of those who 
would not bother at all about the will of God, they were not aiming at their own interest, their own 
salvation, their own lust, and what can contribute most to choosing between good and evil; or were 
they not afraid of their own harm; or if anyone here wanted to understand good and evil according to 
the ideas of what flesh is making itself off: - then even in this sense the confession made would not 
in itself be untrue. But it would be an abomination in the eyes of him who cannot tempt the evil one, 
and who does not tempt anyone himself; for everyone is tempted by his own lust, being tempted and 
lured by his own lust; then, when the lust has received, it gives birth to sin; but sin, when it is finished, 
it gives birth to death. 

No, here we are talking about wanting and not wanting, about good and evil, about doing and 
carrying out, just as the Holy Law determines it according to its spirituality and according to its most 
intimate essence - the Law as the expression of the essence of the holiness and justice of God, as the 
norm and form of the kingdom of his glory. It is about what the eternal and only blessed God means 
good and evil according to the spirit of holiness, just as he made it known to me in the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ at the price of his righteousness, whereby I agree with him, but know that with everything 
I do I will be executed in the body of Christ, who died for me and thus freed me from the law. Here 
we are talking about how I am "wholly in the law Christ" and so Christ in his will is wholly to will. 

Well, with the measure with which his spirit dwelling in me is measured, I, who am completely at 
the will of Chri-sto in his will, measure all my actions and doings towards you, who measure your 
actions with the measure of a man who is not an angel, or you measure yourself with yourself: to 
convince yourselves at my measuring that if you intend to keep the law beside Christ, either to show 
your love for him in return, or to give him your thanks by law, you will never reach the measure of 
one hundred and forty-four cubits, but will find yourselves left outside with the five foolish virgins 
who had no oil in their lamps; and woe to him who will appear empty before the bridegroom's face! 

For, not acknowledging the fellowship of Christ's suffering, and therefore not experiencing the 
power of his resurrection, in which we who believe are raised with him to live as God, - those who 
would accept the law hold it before you, and then you hold it before one another as a norm and rule 
of doing and doing after you belong to Christ. And now, what is the consequence? - None other than 
that, as soon as you encounter something where you do not feel as you desire, you, by guarding 
against the inherent sin, the impotence, resist this norm and rule, and rid yourselves of it with your 
doctrine of grace, because your actions, as the rule which you set before you yesterday and the day 
before to be your guide, are quite contrary to it, and strike yourselves in the face. And now, in the 
end, you want to know nothing but grace, but grace without justice, and a justice which you do not 
love, but for which you think of a guarantor, 
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who shall reimburse you for all or part of what you have lost in this unlawful way. 

Ah, my dear brothers! precisely because of this, the eternal law - this only norm and form of our 
doing and thinking - will have to condemn you, and you will be far from righteousness, precisely 
because you have established the law as a guideline for your doing and doing. For the law was 
intended for the life of the work: consequently, those who keep it or put it next to Christ do not confess 
the spirituality of the law, nor that they are carnal, nor that they are sold under sin; they deny the truth 
of Jesus and the righteousness of God, they do not have the Spirit of Christ, but walk according to the 
flesh and are earthly minded. 

But as our traffic is in heaven, so is our will. And as the law is the guide of our actions and doings 
in Christ, so we also judge our actions and doings according to the spirit of holiness; and we judge 
ourselves when we judge ourselves here, so that we are not judged by God. Thus, judging myself 
according to the right of God's justice - where there is talk of keeping the law, according to which 
some seem to arrange their lives and actions -1 confess of myself, who wants only the will of God: 
that 1 do not do what I want, good, but what I do not want, evil. 

The epitome of all good is the constant abiding in the word of God; the epitome of all evil is that 
one does not believe this word. By faith we establish the law; for the law is in our hearts that we 
believe God. For he that believeth not God hath made him a liar, because he supported not himself 
on the testimony which God begat of his Son. Do you understand how God handles His law, how He 
judges what is good and what is evil? Whoever does not believe him has made him a liar. 

I want to believe him, for he is worth it; for he is always faithful and true in all his words! I not 
only want it, not only want it, - I want it. I praise his will in the innermost part of my spirit, for 
everything he wants, and how he wants it with me, and when he wants it, is to his glory, to my 
happiness. I want to worship him and bow under his gracious and good will; I want everything 
creaturely, and what I am, and how I want it, and what I do, - to know that I am always recognized 
and treated as a vanity of vanities; for in my salvation alone, - in God alone is what can be salvation 
for me; and what is not of Him is only enough to ruin, for everything that is not of faith is sin. And 
yet: what I want, good things, do not come out of the deal; hut what I do not want, evil things, / do; - 
however I want to believe what God has said, under all circumstances, in every respect, absolutely: 
it does not happen that way. From the depths of my heart there is always the doubt: "How can this 
happen?" - because everything I look at in and around me is towards the promise. And this evil, this 
doubt, this "not remaining in the word of God" reaches into all my senses, thoughts, desires, actions 
and omissions! 

That way I experience it to my deepest pain. And if you also feel the same pain, why do you let 
yourselves be seduced by Chri-sto with a rule of living, doing and becoming blessed? For it is 
precisely in the law of God, as I love it in God as a rule of my life and deeds in Christ, that I constantly 
make the experience that - while I want something completely different and my intercourse is in 
heaven - yet here and there, and precisely when my being and being, doing and leaving under the sun 
clouds, denatures and embitters me, while I would have fulfilled my joy, I remain in what God has 
said. 
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Verse 20. 

But if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who directs it, but the sin 
that dwells within me. 

If, then, my whole person, as I live, moves and acts as my daily doing, thinking, thinking and 
desiring is; if, as I am, I do not remain in the word of God - a doing, which I really do not want, 
because I only want what is in accordance with the spirit of holiness - then it is not even up to me any 
more, then I am over and done with; for he who wants to do differently, and yet does differently, is 
less than nothing in the law that insists on doing. So I no longer even tell you what this "not remaining 
in God's words" includes and produces, but the sin that dwells in me, the poetry of my heart, which 
is evil from my youth on. It is therefore impossible for me to keep the law next to Christ, because the 
law is spiritual and judges spiritually, but I am resolved under unbelief, that God may have mercy on 
me. 

And it is this mercy alone and exclusively that I insist upon, just as a sick minister who has 
contracted an illness through his own fault, on the kindness of the king visiting him. The sick man 
wants to rise from his camp out of love and reverence for his king, and he himself is repulsed by the 
king because of the foul odor of his plague. He accuses himself that he does not rise, that he has the 
foul odor on him, because he is infected by it, he does not rise. But the law of decency takes no notice 
of him: he does not do it any more; he is not counted among them that he does not rise, that he has 
the evil smell; that he does not do the good that he wants, but that he does what he does not want; and 
as little as the law of decency can help him by wanting, as is fitting for kings, so little can the sick 
man help himself with the law, for he is finished. Why should it be able to help him? he is sick; the 
plague possesses him. What does he want to do there, even if he does not want what he is doing! - He 
cannot mend the deed; the deed is not even in his power; he does not even do it any more, but the 
plague does it, which possesses him. And so, because of sickness, it is impossible for him to keep the 
law of decency, as befits a healthy man, by the king's grace to him, - as he agrees with this law that it 
is good. For this good does not dwell in him because of the disease that dwells in him. - And when 
he now acknowledges with astonishment the grace of his king, as he acknowledges his own dreadful 
disease, he will cry out: "Go away from me, my king, for I am not worthy of this honour! - But to 
want to adapt, in addition to the grace of the king, a law of decency which the servant does not and 
cannot keep because of his own disease, - indeed, this beginning would be a disease itself, and a 
thousand times worse than that which does not prevent the king from showing him mercy, and for 
which reason he, precisely with the gracious visit, shows himself to be well-disposed towards him, 
surrounds him with his majesty and covers him with his glory: it would be a sacrilegious insult, an 
insolent violation of that grace. 

Now do the application. - The law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin. I myself do not even 
do it any more; the law cuts even deeper, does not even bother any more with the good-meaning but 
powerless one, does not even pay attention to him, but reaches into the cause of this powerlessness, 
this doing of evil; the law indicates the epidemic in me and its consequences - the sin dwelling in me 
and what it causes, the turning away from God with its effects. - And since we are so committed to 
the law, you too would revile and violate 
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the grace of Jesus Christ, if you wanted to keep the law next to the bowels of our God, in which he 
visited us with all his care, a rise from on high, to shine on him who sits in darkness and the shadow 
of death, from which he straightened our feet into a path of peace. 


Verse 21. 

Then I find myself, who wants to do good, this law that evil is with me. 

The sick person wants to observe decency, for he agrees with the law of decency that it is good, 
yes, that it would be polite not to be sick at all; and so I will do the good. And just where he wants 
this, and where his plague and the presence of the king reproaches him with this law, he finds himself 
subject to another law, under which he came by his own fault; a law which makes him quite unable 
to do what he wants in a decent way. This law, that he must lie still and have an unpleasant smell in 
him, that he cannot keep the law of decency, this law prescribes the disease which possessed him, 
whatever he may offer not to lie still, however much he may love decency. This law of pestilence has 
such a power over him that any attempt to renounce it serves only to make him all the more desperate 
to overcome his powerlessness, while at the same time he misses the time when the king's good words 
come to him; and so his heart is filled with bitterness where it might be full of consolation over the 
king's presence. 


Therefore, if you think that you have to establish a law next to the grace of the eternal mercy, next 
to the faith of Jesus, in order to become or remain holy and pious, to kill the old man, to get rid of 
sin, to become blessed and the like, I beseech you: you will not find it. For I know by my own 
experience, I know by the holiness of the law, that this very aspiration is unlawful. Unlawful: because 
this striving is a denial of the justice and holiness of God, that He alone is just, alone holy; a denial 
of the truth of that Word of God: "In the day you eat thereof you shall die of death"; a denial of the 
suffering, death and resurrection of Christ from the dead and of our life with Him who is the way, the 
truth and the life. 

I, however, find a completely different law. - To love Him truly and without self-love, with pith, 
bone and courage, with all my heart and soul. Him who loves us first; to believe Him unconditionally 
and unsparingly, whose Word is more tried and tested than the finest gold, and so true that the order 
of day and night will be destroyed before He could lie in a single one of all that He promises me; to 
worship him forever in spirit and truth; to rejoice with no ceasing that our names are written in heaven, 
that he is my gracious God; never to doubt, never to despair, never to want anything but his holy will; 
to submit to his will in all circumstances without weariness or aversion; to throw mountains into the 
sea; to preach God's truth to great and small, lowly and violent, without fear and without shyness; to 
preach with the complete confidence that it is God's truth, even if a prophet like Hananiah or an angel 
comes down from heaven to meet him - even if all the miracles of the magicians and the hardness of 
heart of those, 
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who are supposed to be redeemed, resist; to love my neighbour as myself, as a merciful priest of God; 
not to open any door of heart to everything the flesh desires, but to throw it away from me immediately 
in God's presence as vanity; never to have that hardness of heart, forgetting that I have departed from 
God, for instance, and so I receive from the Lord the reprimand: "O hardhearted people, how long 
will I carry you! - Oh, yes, how fine all this would be! - Yes, that's the way I want it. But while I want 
to do all these things, what do I find myself? this law I find myself, that the evil lies with me. 

Is it fine if one wants to sanctify God's gifts with thanksgiving and prayer at the table, that one 
begins in reverence, and that then a thousand things are mastered by the heart, the thoughts and the 
contemplation? and so it goes today, tomorrow and always. - But no, we do not want to talk about the 
sloppiness, not about the lips, - although it already becomes clear to everyone how sin dwells in us, - 
but about the true expelling or pouring out of prayer in the ears of him who is neither asleep nor dead. 
How does prayer most of all bring our deepest lostness into light! - Alas, we do not know what we 
should pray for, as it is proper; and just there, where the Spirit takes care of our weaknesses with us, 
where we cannot even produce words, not even sighs, and without words we sigh deeply through the 
Spirit: there these weaknesses cry out as so many splendid witnesses that, instead of being able to 
keep the law alongside the faith of Jesus, we remain bound by this law until the revelation of Jesus 
Christ and our revelation with him in glory, the law that it is over with us, that evil is with us if we 
want to do good. 

If this law were "a law of necessity without God"; if it were a law under which we did not come 
through our own fault, then a law of piety would help us. But what kind of law is it - the law of justice, 
holiness and sovereignty of God: "On what day you eat of it, you will die of death"? It is the judgment 
of God because of my eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, - through which he has 
administered his truth, his majesty, his rule. It is the judgment, after which I, by disobedience to him, 
have been delivered from God; the judgment by which I have been given to vanity, to nothingness, 
to death, by which I am sold among sinners. So God handled his truth, so eternal majesty handles it. 
-1 am a sinner, remain a sinner, die unclean and must sin, like it or not. If I hadn't strayed from God, 
it wouldn't be so. But since I have left Him, my crown and glory, to wear the crown myself beside 
Him, to be partakers of the glory myself beside Him, since then the eternal Spirit has had to cast me 
away from Him as flesh. And since that time I, since that time all my work, all my doings, all my 
faith, have been such that even if I were clothed with all faith and all the works of all the saints, of all 
the patriarchs, of all the prophets, of all the apostles, - and even if I stand before you with an uncolored 
faith, I still throw all of them together, one with the other, away from me, and shake them away from 
me as filth by my God. For grace is only for the naked, only Christ is here; but of my actions I will 
know nothing, nothing of my faith, prayers, tears, patience, suffering, meekness, the cross, holiness, 
and whatever else one may seek in a law established by faith. Not as if I wanted to abolish the law as 
the norm of doing and acting; not at all! It is precisely through faith that I present it as such, in order 
to convince you that by adding to it a norm of work and action - according to, alongside or in faith - 
the work of Christ and the action of God are mocked and reviled. Everything is good that is by faith 
of Jesus; what is not by faith is all sin. I love the law as a norm of doing and 
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acting accordingly. I do not preach that man is necessarily deprived of it. I love the law because I 
believe God, because I praise his will; I agree with him, I make no apology; I do not make a lying 
impotence; but I say this: all action is vain; all action is in vain; all life is death; all is flesh; I am 
carnal, sold under sin! This I preach: the "do this" is made stinking in our dead hands; it is over with 
us; there is no good in my flesh. 

Behold, I stand upon the law's judgment seat. I see God's doing, I see Christ die for our sins, raised 
up to our righteousness; I am one with his doing, praising and glorifying what God has done for us in 
Christ; I look at myself secure in God's glory, - having ceased from sin. Christ is conforming to the 
law; I am conforming in Christ. God's righteousness, God's truth, God's faithfulness, God's mercy is 
dear to me; in the eternity of God's law is all my salvation, only in the loveliness of his holiness is all 
my rest. So I want what He wants and now I judge myself as a poor and miserable person. And now 
that I look at the ground where I want to have what is good and fine, as God teaches me, what do I 
find? The ground is completely perforated, bitter water of sin inexorably springs up from it; how 
should I be able to put the good things there! 

Me, I have evil in me. This law I find myself, who wants to do what would be fine, good, noble 
and praiseworthy by the law of God. 


Verses 22 and 23. 

For I rejoice in the law of God according to the man who is within. But I see 
another law in my members, which is contrary to the law of my mind, leading 
me captive to the law of sin which is in my members. 

For verily, as God delights in his law, so I also delight in it, because it is God's; and what is God's 
is not a vain word to me, but my life; it is a living word. In his law the Eternal One declared: "Do you 
now see that I alone am I, and there is no God beside me? I can kill and give life, I can strike and 
heal, and there is no one who can save from my hand; for I will lift up my hand into heaven, and will 
say: I live forever. - And the heavens of the heavens are filled with his holiness; before his glory the 
earth and the sea quake back, and all the islands flee away, and all the seraphim cover their faces. - 
To us he has declared that he is the God of all gods, the God of Israel, and no other savior. He has 
made all things alone, and they stand there with their order in His Word. He has made the host of 
heaven by the spirit of His mouth, and no one can count His stars. He has given the command that all 
that has breath should worship Him. He has created all principalities, thrones, and powers in heaven 
to serve Him at His command. And no one, neither in heaven nor on earth, can follow in the footsteps 
of his wisdom or omnipotence. In his law he has expressed his counsel, his action, his judgment, his 
grace, his mercy, his mercy, his goodness, his justice. And the Spirit says: that heaven and earth and 
all that He created may rejoice in Him and worship Him, that He is and was and will be. He the 
Almighty, He the Only-Wise, He the Only-Righteous. Righteous and good are all his commands. 
From the very beginning, He Himself has placed in all His saints and prophets 
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this joy, that they rejoice with Him: that His counsel endures, and that He does all that He wants; that 
He shall destroy all that rises up against Him, and that He shall present that which is nothing before 
His face in glory; that He shall send away the affluent empty from Himself, and feed the hungry out 
of the abundant treasures of the riches of His grace; that His kingdom shall prevail gloriously in the 
midst of the enemies; that His life shall be wonderfully manifested in the midst of death, His mercy 
in the midst of sin. 

And to His saints, His servants, His angels, He gave harps and trumpets to sing a song to glory to 
Him; and only those who are bought of the earth have learned to sing the song of Moses, and to give 
Levi's light and justice to the man whom one tries in vain at the waters of Meribah. - To the glory of 
his great name, to the eternal joy of his chosen ones, the heavens resound with the sound of the 
rejoicing of God, which the Spirit of holiness and glory has brought into voices: "It is I alone, hear 
Israel, I the Lord your God, am God alone! - And just as he has manifested his eternal being in his 
law, so in it he has completely expressed how and what he is, for the salvation of his own; how in the 
end everything he commands and forbids, is not harsh and harsh to those who understand it, but 
sweet, merciful, gracious, healing, gentle, defending against all evil, full of all good, comforting, and 
with no purpose but lasting, eternal happiness. 

Everything that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the arrogance of life is 
not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passes away with its lust; but he who does the 
will of God abides forever. And only he who does right and worships him is pleasant to him. 
Everything that comes out of the mouth of God, every word of his, all his commandments are right 
and true, holy and good; And the one who follows the Lamb wherever he goes - the one who keeps 
the commandments of Jesus and remains in his love, just as he has kept the commandments of God 
and has remained in his love - reigns with him in his throne and sees himself and his seed, which he 
has sown forever forward with weeping and groaning, crowned with the flowers of God, where all 
other sticks remain dry. - In this God is pleased that he does not shame those who have persisted in 
his word, but crowns them with abundance, grace, and glory; and that he covers with shame and 
eternal darkness all who have not remained in his rights, who have not obeyed the gospel of his Son. 
In this he has his joy, that he keeps his law and keeps his word; that he keeps his truth, his testimony, 
the glory of his will, his deeds and judgments, his works, his name; the glory of the name of Jesus 
Christ, his Son, his One-born, his Holy Child Jesus, who decrees with power a Son of God according 
to a spirit of holiness from a resurrection from the dead. And just as the joy and pleasure is in Christ 
in every word of God, in His law, in His counsel, as God Himself is represented in Him, the firstborn 
from the dead: so I rejoice with the same, according to the man who is within, with myself, in my 
heart, in my deepest being, in my whole being with God in Christ, as I have the anointing of the Holy 
One, as I have fellowship with the Father and His Son Jesus Christ, in the love of the Father, which 
He gave me to be called a child of God, according to the love of God, poured out into my heart 
through the Holy Spirit given to me. And just as this love has filled me, and the truth of Christ is in 
me, so the God of all peace makes me join the norm of His Kingdom; and according to the spirit of 
faith that is in me, with the joy of Christ, I believe: God's Word alone is true, only His law is right, 
only His Word and the testimony of Jesus Christ insists on im-mer, - and so it shall be: Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. - By the divine light 
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of my salvation, which is with me, I know that my whole person, -1, as I live, move and am, - through 
God, with Christ, who is my life, is transposed into the heavenly being; and as my God and refuge 
lifted up my heart to see how he governs everything, how he keeps house, and how he proves his 
word and law to me, so I, child of man, rejoice in my inner man by his law in the hope of the revelation 
of glory. 


I am happy with, - after the inside. But at the same time I see how everything external and earthly, 
how my external being, just as I am carnally sold under sin, - cannot rejoice at all in the will and in 
the laws of my God and Saviour; for it needs self-will, wants to have it in its hands, see, and be beside 
God according to its own law, according to its own choice and desire, self-satisfaction and self- 
assurance; It does not want to perish with its being and its I, so that the I of God alone may exist, and 
so that its holy will, word and work may be done with us, and we may persevere in it with joy and 
gratitude, with the giving of our self and all that is visible. I see another law in my members, in my 
members who are on earth, I see - although I am "completely in the law" Christ, and I rejoice in the 
law of God - the realization, the truth and the effect of that law, the word of sovereignty: "On 
whichever day you eat of it, you will die of death. And just as I have sunk into this death through my 
own fault, so I experience the steadfast validity of that law, that judgment. For this law stands ready 
and asserts its truth forever; asserts its judgment over all flesh and fleshly works; and so it asserts 
itself against the law of my mind, against the norm and form of the doing of the will of God, as I love 
and acknowledge it as holy, right and good, and as I know and honour it, taught by God, as a will 
quite different from mine, and want it to be carried out through me, because it is the will of my God. 
This law holds me captive, has made me its triumph, has chained me as a lawful and certain prey, and 
holds me down; thwarting every effort, be it will or action, to get away from it, it holds me captive 
and delivers me to the law of sin, - the consequences of the carnal being, of the state I have fallen into 
since I got away from God. This law of sin is the law, as it condemned all flesh and the doing of the 
flesh because it is of the flesh, and sold me into sin, - the law, as we have used it since we came into 
the glory of God to resist against the will of God, with our senses, thoughts, actions, the density of 
the heart and desires of the flesh, with our pride, pride, self-love and desire for everything that is not 
of the love of God. And so, in these parts of the soul and body, in the heart, eyes, hands and feet, - 
the law of sin is and rules, so that, although I want to do otherwise, I cannot; so that I must be a 
godless man in all my actions, so that the law is right, God's word, justice and truth: "All flesh is 
grass; the grass is withered and the flower has fallen away. 

Alas, dear ones, why do you let a law be set beside grace? do you want to walk in the flesh? do 
you want to acquire fame, rest, security? do you want to acquire a position with God? a position that 
is nothing and works as sin; a position that makes you all the more sinful, because the law is not by 
faith, but: the man who does these things will live! And what are we without the Spirit of Christ? you 
know how I agree with the law, how I take pleasure in it. - But what is man that with his deeds and 
works, with his ideas and with his pretence of good and evil, of holiness, of purifications, 
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of gratitude and the like- just as you are reproached: "We want, we should, we must do this or that" - 
to the work of God, to faith! 

Whatever joy I take in the law of God, ah, I see another law in my members. I, in the image of 
God and created in his likeness, I experience that I have come forth from the glory in which I was, 
because I did not remain in the words: "Eat of all the trees of the yard, but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat. - that I have left Him who was my life, and that the threat of God, 
His law, "death" has come upon me. Now this death, this being away from God is in my members, 
has me completely in possession, is in everything that is in and on me. And where now, in the glory 
of God and Christ, I rejoice in His law - as it handles only God's justice, God's wisdom, God's 
omnipotence, God's truth, God's faithfulness, God's holiness; as, on the other hand, it presents the 
flesh as flesh with all its righteousness, with all its wisdom, prudence, virtue, morality, power, with 
all its will, action and striving as vanity; - how it aims only at the Holy One of God, Jesus Christ in 
the flesh, so that through him and in him we may be believers in God, who raises Jesus Christ from 
the dead, and thus be pleasing to God; - Where I take such pleasure in his law, there that law of death 
holds itself armed against my recognition of the law of God, - as I appreciate it with enlightened eyes 
of my intellect, as given to me for my salvation; as I want to know it done, and as I accordingly want 
to be one who knows nothing, wants nothing, can do nothing, is capable of nothing, - because the 
body is dead because of sin, because everything I would do, do, direct, think, contemplate and 
represent would not be of God and therefore not done in God. 

And when I want to bring it to reality, as soon as the law of death, the law in my limbs, is in the 
weir, it overcomes me with disbelief in faith; with doubt in complete certainty; with self-help with 
the Mahanaim of God; with desperation, as if God were dead, in prayer in the name of Jesus; with 
fear, trembling and fearfulness at the hand of our God; with forgetting the omnipotence of God and 
His promises, when all means fail, whereby I expected their fulfilment; with discouragement in God's 
help; with weakness in His power. Then it overcomes me with strength where I am to be weak, then 
with incompetence where I may do His will, with self-will where I do not work, with wisdom where 
I am not to do anything, with self-love or equanimity where I am only to acknowledge His love, or it 
overcomes me with the conceit that I am something because I am God; to create with lust where I 
should have no lust at all but in what God loves; with indifference to the punishment, mercy and grace 
of God; with an unceasing density of the heart and a going about in the sloppiness of this life as if I 
were not sold under sin, as if it were not true the law from the mouth of the Eternal, that law: "Thou 
art dust and shalt return to the earth". - This law, this death, this absence from God, this curse and this 
condemnation holds me captive, bound and chained to the law of sin, which is in my members; always 
keeps me down, so that I am guilty as a prisoner of the law of sin - the law of God, as it is in my 
members - and that I cannot help but interpret it carnally, apply it carnally and carry out carnally what 
it is spiritually interpreted and done, as it corresponds to the spirit of holiness. It holds me captive to 
its law, and I am executed, accused of death, with all my actions as "sin", because I do not seem to 
conform to it, to it that may not suffer death and the spoils of death, but wants the freedom of life in 
Christ Jesus; because I do not seem to comply with him in that 
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I have become prey to Death through my departure from the God. It holds me captive, because this 
death stings me to let the way of misery drag me while I take pleasure in the way of salvation, and 
thus leads me to the law, from which sin has only borrowed its power to make me appear 
reprehensible with all my actions in the law which I love, since the law is eternal and spiritual, but I 
am flesh, the prey of sin and death, perishable dust. 

What now?! in this absence from God, in this death, the sting of which is sin: what work, what 
deed will come out of me? Of course the will of God shall be done through me, as God wills; but 
behold, death is here. It lies in the field and in ambush in my limbs; and as something comes out of 
me, as I am comfortable in the Spirit according to the law of our God, I see myself and all that is 
comfortable to me according to the law of our God, already pierced with his sting, which he has 
hardened by the law, which I, being carnal, always interpret quite differently than it will be 
interpreted; and so he leads me before the judgment seat of the law, completely covered with wounds. 
But before the law I must condemn myself with all my works from the beginning, because the law 
wants a living, healthy and free man, but not a man bound by the power of death, not a man wounded 
by the sting of death, whose law in my members I have fallen by my own fault, because I have not 
remained in the covenant in which we had life and glory under God. 


Verse 24. 

I, wretched man, who will save me from the body of this death? 


For by my own fault I have fallen into the power of death; and this body in which I am, what else 
is it but a skeleton of the dead, covered with corruptible flesh? - It is not God who made me. How 
was I so completely different from the creature of my God! - I, I myself, submitted myself to this 
wretchedness, this vanity of my own free will; I myself made myself this way by voluntary 
transgression, - flesh, the property of death, the devil's prey. 

- What is the epitome and the power of my sense of all morality? Hatred of God and neighbor, hatred 
of my own salvation; an insatiable greed to test everything as self-love dictates. What is the capacity 
of understanding, of knowledge, of distinguishing good from evil? To imagine for me a heaven in 
which God is not, and a way of grace which is nothing but the way to spiritual Sodom, where our 
Lord is crucified. What the power of my will, my purpose? To be a judge of the law rather than a 
perpetrator. What the full inclination of my being? To forget God and His great name forever; to 
imprison God in me and to think myself greater, better, wiser, more careful, wiser, more powerful, 
more just, more holy, more faithful, more true than God. An All-world in the tiny brain that drives 
me insane with a nerve-beat; an All-world in the narrow heart that stops beating at nothing but a 
hiding place; an All-world, God and what he created, and cursing himself in a sigh; an All-world 
rising up against God's order with an imaginary own power of hosts, and preferring to perish in the 
depths of the sea rather than turn back to him to do his bidding! - 

And I'm supposed to uphold the law? - Miserable, toilsome man that I am! - What have I done, 
what am I going to do? tell me if you are knowers of hearts and examiners 
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of kidneys, - was it good or was it evil? Oh! Vanity of vanities it is, the one as well as the other! all, 
all is polluted by my death; all, all reprehensible in the law; reprehensible not al-one as it judges 
spiritually, but also as it is in my members, and as it measures our deeds, with the standard with which 
we measure; reprehensible not only according to what God calls sin, but as we acknowledge sin as 
sin. For we judge and know according to the measure by which we acknowledge the righteousness of 
God, but only one judge truly forever. 

The man I am! With how many I have struggled, whose reason seemed to me to be holiness, - and 
yet it was vain flesh! Like many things I have struggled with that seem to me to be godly, and yet it 
is only sin! - Wretched man, I have made myself so incapable of doing anything with my God and 
shelter that instead of doing good I am always in his way, and must always be a burden and a nuisance 
to him instead of pleasure and delight. Alas, I do not please him, I spoil everything; not the least thing, 
not even the most insignificant thing is to be entrusted to me! Useless servant of the best master! I 
always give him trouble with my reluctance, work with my offences! - In a thousand ways I 
experience his love; what about mine? A million times I experience his faithfulness; what about my 
faith? How faithful and pure is he to me; what about my faithfulness, my chastity to him? I am 
overwhelmed with his goodness; what about my gratitude? Yes, why do some people talk about the 
gratitude they hold in store for each other as a law to be fulfilled besides faith! How pitiful they are! 
they are so ungrateful that they cannot entrust themselves to the goodness of God, to the grace of 
Christ alone, but want to rely upon circumcision of the foreskin after Christ. Circumcision is nothing 
and foreskin is nothing, but the preservation of the commandments of God. 

Wretched man I! I have thrown myself into a state where nothing but death and destruction grins 
at me; where the devil is about me as a roaring lion, and does not stop searching as he devours me! 
Everywhere I am in danger of perishing! - Instead of being able to do something according to the law, 
as it is spiritual, I cannot think a thought without sin, cannot open my eyes without desire, cannot 
kick my feet without transgression, cannot lift my hand without error! This death, this absence from 
God, this lack of His glory, has an influence on everything, absolutely everything. The prince of 
darkness intervenes in everything, for not with flesh and blood but with his powers is the fierce fight, 
the bitter dispute. He has surrounded me with all that is visible, and has concentrated everything into 
what I am as a child of man, so that he uses all my surroundings and my own being, how I become 
aware, think and act, as one body, in order to hold on to a thousand threads in the death into which I 
have descended, and to keep me at a distance and rob me of God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
our life and salvation. 

Oh, how bottomless is the depth of my forlomness! All around me there is darkness and shadow 
of death; not a spark of life in me, of obedience; not a ray of light, not a shimmer of knowledge of 
God and Christ. I have thrown myself into an abyss where death does not cease to sting me with sin 
and does to me what it lusts; into an abyss where sin does not cease to tyrannize me! - And there you 
think my misery does not greatly challenge me? Do you think that the law is not so strict with me 
because I preach that it should not be kept besides faith? Oh, how many thousands of hardships and 
strains have I gone through to free myself from the body of this death, to kill the limbs on earth 
themselves, to have crucified the body with its desires! How earnestly I long for adoption myself and 
wait for redemption in my body! How we groan in the tabernacle 
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of this dwelling that is on earth, desiring to be clothed with the dwelling that is from heaven! Oh how 
long will it be before I see Him who gave me His love? Does it make any difference to me whether 
the corpse of this my death, my being away from God, keeps me enclosed or not? whether I remain 
imprisoned in this box of death or am out? No, no, as God is my witness, I care that the law will be 
his right. It is my earnest desire to see Him as He is. I bow down before Him who alone is holy, and 
cry out, "Woe to me, I perish, for I am a man, unclean of lip-pen," and I fall to the ground as dead at 
the sight of His glory. He would be in his right hand if he rejected me before his face for ever; with a 
contrite heart I confess before him: "What is it that thou art kind and gracious to me? When will I 
confess thy bliss completely? 

I miserable, toilsome man! I feel pressed, frightened, bound, paralyzed, completely powerless, 
without heart, without courage. The impenetrable mass of death makes even the eye dull, to look up 
to Him in whom my help is! As in the waves of the sea, I struggle with the waves and storms of this 
death, and struggling, I sink even deeper into it - who shows me the ground on which I can stand here 
before the eternal and imperishable King? 

Oh, how deep is my sense of pain! my broken and shattered bones, how loudly they cry out, how 
loudly the feeling of my destruction cries out to him, whose orders, as I consider them right in 
everything, I am unable to obey because of my death! - Where is an end to such slavery? - No ground 
beneath my feet but that of destruction; no hope that is seen; for everything that is seen is but 
hopelessness; everything is in it, all work, all action, all fruit; - I tear it all up myself with my own 
hand. The law is too holy, I honor it too much to want to offer it anything; after all, it cannot accept 
what is out of the body of this death! Who can argue it out for me that it is with the law of my God 
in view of mine in nullity? Who will take care of me, since all my attempts have failed and have been 
punished by the law as rebellion, since death has gained right over me? 

I have to, I have to get out. I want to be able to do what the law wants with me. Life must have 
light and air, and not suffocation of death. God shall be king and not death; Christ shall be Lord and 
not the devil; grace shall rule and not sin! Who is my soul's guarantor that death will not devour me 
completely one day? Who shall preserve me from the wrath of Him, whose name shall be glorified 
in the midst of this death, wherein all things are as in a prison house, as if I were without God? Bent, 
bent, and high from the depths I sigh aloud; the body of this death is like a heavy, immobile gravestone 
under which I lie powerlessly buried by the raging, pressing, and tearing apart of my misery - - Who 
is he who takes care of me? Who has a heart to feel my misery through and through, to satisfy my 
hunger and thirst for justice? Who is he who will free me from the grip of my lostness? Who is here? 
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Verse 25. 

1 thank God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 


Hope is there in this hopelessness. - A hope that is not seen; but even if we do not see it, we expect 
it with perseverance. - For me, the first sinner, - and not only for me, but for all who wait on his 
goodness - heaven has opened. No, it is not all over, as long as God lives! - Even if death and devils, 
who have clung to me in the grip of my lostness, make everything so dark and gloomy for me, because 
I feel bound by God in the depths of my godlessness, my abstinence from God; not a single ray from 
the faraway sky flashes into the night of my death: God has said that he wants to dwell in darkness, 
and the Lord has said to our Lord: "Reign until I have laid down your enemies as a footstool for your 
feet! - If the weight of my lack of the glory of God lies around my heart like a mass of rock; if my 
foot treads on a hard ground without a bottom; if I look around me and see nothing but fear and death; 
if I feel no strength or consolation in me; if my heart turns away from me because of the distress of 
my soul, fear and despair; yes, it is all over, because no life is in my hand, sin is always with me: with 
God it is not yet before-done. If it is over with me, it is not yet over with God; if I am lost, and if it 
has an end with my bliss, - who is not lost, is God, and his bliss claims the battlefield in my lostness. 
I do not know where out and in, but I do know that if I should ever perish, the word that Jesus Christ 
came into the world to make sinners blessed is a lie. 

But now, as it is also about me: l thank God through Jesus Christ, our Lord. I am pleasing to him 
in the beloved. Yes, I thank God. It is right with the law; it has been administered, it is administered, 
- wonderful as the Lord's name is miracle. God has discovered God's righteousness, which was veiled 
behind the law, now without law, - as the law and the prophets gave testimony of the same - in the 
gospel of Christ: His righteousness through Jesus Christ's faith to all and to all believers. Lor with 
God there is no acceptance of the face; all have sinned. But, O depth of the riches of God's wisdom, 
which He has revealed to us in His gospel, it was our injustice that brought God's righteousness to 
light and highlighted it. 

Lor did we not abide in his law when he said, "You shall eat of all the trees of the field, but of the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat"? Did we not keep the law, the love of God and 
of our neighbor, the faith, but by our disobedience we have made ourselves without God and without 
his glory? Death, God's enemy, and not being subject to the law of God, is therefore also not able to 
be subject to it, so that the flesh becomes more and more angry with God's righteousness, suffers pain 
and then sins in its death, so that sin rages away more and more the more the righteousness of a law 
is preached and hypocritically proclaimed to it; - faith in God, the doing of his pleasure, the 
acknowledging and loving of his righteousness is therefore quite impossible for the flesh: thanks be 
to God that He has respected His counsel and is doing all His good pleasure. He Himself has gained 
a beloved, has chosen a servant, has called a saint, a man of His, who has done all His good pleasure, 
who had His Law in His bowels, who has pronounced His righteousness, 
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who has not hidden His faithfulness and truth; who has glorified God and completed the work which 
God gave Him to do; who has made His name known to men, which God gave him out of the world, 
since He gave them the words which God gave him, by which words they confessed that all that God 
gave him is from God. - God has begotten a Son, whom He sent from Himself in the fullness of time, 
made of a woman, made under the law, that He might buy out those who were under the law, and that 
we might have adoption as children. In Christ, God was a world changing with Himself. God is 
manifested in the flesh, is justified in the spirit, is seen by angels, is preached among the Gentiles, is 
believed in the world, is received into glory. The Word was made flesh and dwelt in our midst, and 
we have seen his glory, a glory bom of the Father alone, full of grace and truth. He has done His will. 
Jesus is the Anointed One. He alone is the Anointed One who, through the eternal Spirit, has brought 
Himself iniquitously to God. Jesus the Anointed has come in the flesh. These are true words that 
deceive no one. As the children were partakers of flesh and blood, so he also was in the same way; 
and as he came in the flesh, he proved himself to be the true God and eternal life. 

As He came in likeness of sin-flesh, so was upon Him all that made flesh into flesh: our lostness, 
our detachment from God, our curse upon us, our lack of the glory of God, our death, our sins, the 
power of the One who has the power of death, the total condemnation and declaration of respect for 
God, and the power of the law of the glory of eternal majesty, which was upon flesh because of our 
disobedience, our unbelief. - He, a risen plant from on high, coming by the Holy Spirit and by 
overshadowing the power of the Most High, conceived and born of a virgin of faith and submission 
to the Word of God, the only holy thing; God with us; anointed with the Lord's Spirit who was upon 
him: "It is He through whom I thank God, for He has visited us in the bowels of God's mercy and has 
shone upon us who were seated in darkness and the shadow of death, having our feet straightened on 
a path of peace. He is the One who came in the flesh; who, although he was a son, learned obedience 
from what he suffered. Through the eternal Spirit, in self-renunciation he has the righteousness of his 
God and Father, and he asserts himself as the Son; he asserts himself as the One in whom God was 
well pleased, as the One whom one listened to, believed, whose words one had to obey; he asserts 
himself as the One who did the will of his God, who always did what was pleasing to him and 
remained in his words; as the One who was in the Spirit Himself the Word to God, which is God. 
Thus he remained in the words of God, relying on what was written, which, because he did the Father's 
will, was written by him. Now while God had to leave him as flesh; while law and death, absence of 
God, devil and world, chastisement of God, devil and world, chastisement of our peace, which was 
upon him, overwhelmed him with sufferings of all kinds; - while all that was visible, his own flesh, 
yes, the whole guidance of the Spirit, was contrary to what the law and the prophets gloriously said 
about him, he kept to the glory, truth and justice of God; showed in this that he went about the country 
and did good everywhere, the heart of eternal mercy open to all misery, the power of God to heal the 
sicknesses of body and soul, the power - which he had because he did the will of God - to forgive 
sins, to command over everything, to satisfy the hungry, to give life to the dead. Everywhere he held 
to the truth of his God and Father and received everything well that came to him from God, although 
the execution was carried out with tears, sighs and many prayers to the One who could redeem him 
from death. And if he is killed in 
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the flesh because of the weakness of the flesh, he has proved himself to be the leader and finisher of 
the faith; for although he could have been strong for the sake of his father's power, he did not want to 
renounce the weakness that caused his death; - because he wanted to be obedient to God to the utmost 
shame, to the utmost curse, to the utmost exclusion from the kingdom of the glory of God. And 
however much it grieved him, the stronghold of life, before death, before the destruction with which 
the devil destroys, he kept his faith in the will of his Father, using his soul as a guilt-offering for 
many; for he was obedient unto death, even unto the death on the cross. - Thus, by shedding his blood, 
with which he gave his soul and poured out his life to the earth, he sealed that only "He in heaven" is 
righteous. - 

This was the very will of the eternal majesty, the glory of sovereignty on high, to show that His 
name is Merciful, His name alone is Savior, that He alone is just, since the Lamb of God takes away 
the sin of the world, while the rulers of the world do not know Him, and all misjudge Him, the Lord 
of glory. It was precisely according to the superior counsel and foreknowledge of God that they had 
to execute him, so that all the glory of the flesh might be revealed once and for all, so that the wisdom, 
power, scripture, zeal, religiosity, love of the law and truth, police justice, war discipline and honesty, 
morality, love of God and neighbor, gratitude, holiness, Piety - and all consecrated sacrifices of the 
flesh, so that they may be manifested as what they are, as injustice, as the attitude of the flesh, as 
death, as enmity against God - and as an effort to hypocritically regain in the flesh the state from 
which we have come down to death, since we have not remained under God in obedience to His 
Word: "Thou shalt not eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.“ 

On the other hand, through the gospel of Christ, God has now shown His righteousness, how He 
does right, how He shows mercy, and how, where sin has risen beyond measure, grace flows out of 
His bowels in Christ even more powerfully over all who love His righteousness, who acknowledge 
that it is over with them, with the flesh, that flesh is lost and gone and has nothing more to say. 

So now His righteousness is wonderful in the daytime, as He Himself keeps the faith in Himself, 
in that He does not spare His own Son, but out of the love of righteousness gives Himself over for 
our transgressions, and awakens to our righteousness. So God was in Christ and brought peace to a 
world by taking its place and receiving it. He made Him, who did not know sin, "sin" for us so that 
we might become the "righteousness of God" in Him. - The flesh was sin because it is flesh. Just as 
Jesus Christ came in the flesh, He came in our misery, sins and death. So God made all our 
unrighteousness come upon Him, and so God sent His Son, that flesh, sin and death, which are all the 
devil's instruments, might be shed and ravaged in Him, and then be executed and put to death. Thus 
our sin was taken away from us by the blood of His cross, our old man was crucified on Him, and the 
works of the devil were destroyed. - But death could not hold him, because he had done God's will. 
And because the law of the righteousness of God, after we have departed from Him, wants not only 
the death of the body because of sin, but the life of the Spirit, and then the raising of our mortal bodies 
by His Spirit, God has raised Him, Jesus our Lord, even from the dead, and given Him glory, that our 
faith and hope may be 
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in God; and so we are raised with Him, and are set down with Him in His glory as heirs and 
companions of His grace, His blessing, His peace. His bliss, His holiness and dominion. 

So He has done the righteousness of God, keeping His commandments; so He, the righteous, has 
suffered for the unrighteous, that He might have brought God to us. And we, having brought God, 
have in Him who buys us God with His blood, the hope of the righteousness of life in Him before 
God. - God and the Lamb the bliss! I thank God through Jesus Christ, our Lord. If flesh and death 
and the devil, if the body of this death embitters us here, frightens us in everything, they will do 
nothing. There is no law against us, the believers. For praising eternal righteousness, we hold fast to 
the law of faith, believing that, since we died with Christ, we also shall live with him, Christ Jesus 
our Lord, who in the midst of death will assert his property according to the purpose of the grace of 
him who, before the image of his Son, placed those whom he recognizes in the likeness of his Son, 
that he might be a firstborn among many brethren. But whom he predestined, these he also called; 
and whom he called, these he also justified; and whom he justified, these he also glorified. So is God 
for us - who against us? 

In holding fast to these words, all things visible, death with its sting, sin with its power, are said 
to have lied - and to be true only the eternal covenant of which Jesus is the guarantor, according to 
which he has mercy on whom he wills, just as he said: "I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy 
on whom 1 will have mercy on whom I will have mercy on. 

Miserable me! who will free me from the body of this death? Instead of others trying to embellish 
it according to their seductive teachings, I earnestly long for redemption from what is nothing but 
death and the power of death. May others seek to thank God for what they think they are, while 
presenting themselves as spiritual, to spare the body, and in all manner of wayward acts, boasting of 
how they treat the Law as carnal: I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord; through our Lord I am 
I, who am carnal, who am sold under sin, pleasing him; - this and nothing else will I have thought of 
myself. 

By faith we present the law as God handles it; and as I have acknowledged and believed His 
righteousness, I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord, the Lord of our righteousness. If I now 
wanted to keep "do this" alongside faith to determine what to do, I would be abusing His work and 
denying His righteousness. I would deny the only-born Son of God; I would deny that Jesus Christ 
came in the flesh; I would revile the work of His soul and His obedience unto death; I would revile 
the grace and peace with God that He has obtained for us; I would revile the spirit of holiness by 
which he has done the commandments of the Father unto blood, and by which he decrees that the Son 
of God is in power resurrected from the dead; I would not acknowledge that the law is spiritual, as 
God has administered it and is administering it according to the holiness and glory of the Lord. But 
as it is spiritual, so do I acknowledge it; agree with it that it is just, holy, and good; marvel at its 
beauty, adornment, and perfection, and take pleasure in the law of God; but because of my departing 
from God, my lostness, my sin, it is impossible for me - though I hold it in high esteem, as I am 
"Christ in law" - to maintain the "do this" besides faith. 
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Then I myself serve the laws of God with my mind, but with my flesh I seri’e 
a law of sin. 

This is now the result of what I have said so far, as I am telling you from my experience. Even I, - 
and I hope that you will have confessed the grace of God to me, which is in me with all the riches of 
goodness in Christ Jesus; for even the false apostles have much to boast about, I have far more; and 
if they are circumcised, so am I; - Even I Pau-lus, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
even I myself serve a law of God with my mind, so that, as I have confessed his righteousness, I also 
acknowledge the just, the good, the pure, the worthy of God of a law of God, and that I am obligated 
to it, as the love of God and neighbor commands, and as every lust for that which is contrary to the 
law forbids it; and not only do I acknowledge it in the deepest depths of my soul, but also my heart 
is inclined and drawn to it. And therefore I am, - it may be a servant's livery; but true freedom consists 
only in the obedience of the Most High, - like a slave to his master, like a servant to his master, 
absolutely subservient to my God's law, to want everything that he wants to have done; so I serve him 
with the mind, with the enlightened eyes of understanding, which the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ gave me, to have known the abundant riches of his mercy on me in Christ, to have known 
the glory of his name and the eternity of his love and faithfulness to me. And as He is worthy that His 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven, so it is my life and joy to do His will because He is God. Yea, 
with contrite and broken heart, which he hath healed, I confess that it is my only eternal bliss to cast 
away all that is visible, and all that is under the sun, as vanity of vanities here, and to be judged 
harmful in the exuberant knowledge of Jesus Christ our Lord, and to remain bound in his law, as he 
bound me in himself to do his will. This "serving God's laws with the mind" has its reason in the 
circumcision of the foreskin, in the confession of the name of God and His glory, in the participation 
in the grace of Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, and the love of God. Only he who has the Spirit of 
Christ has it and knows it; and it prevails wherever it is, in the humility of contrition, in the 
acknowledgement that it is over and done with flesh; and it is a wholly voluntary service of discipline 
and reverence, out of faith in God's right and truth. 

Now if someone thinks he has done "do this" enough by serving God's laws, he would not know 
the distance between the one who serves and the one who is served, and who, for the sake of his 
spirituality, wants to be served not only with his mind but with the whole person, even if he has 
departed from God. This is what I experience in the same law of God whom I serve with the mind 
that I am carnal, sold under sin; how it is that the law cannot approve my voluntary service to him as 
lawful, because I serve him in the bonds of death, sin, rebellion on the part of the flesh, and 
disobedience, among which I have been resolved by the law since I was eaten from the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. Therefore I cannot serve the law without sin, for it condemns me and 
my service as sin because of my spirituality, since I have been deprived of God's glory by my 
departure from Him, in which the law wants all things done; but because I am carnal, I find the law 
of sin, which makes all things sinful, even though I serve it with the mind of God, because I am carnal, 
both toward and against my service. 
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Since this "ministry of the mind" is not sufficient for the law, what do you want for yourselves, 
where you know this "ministry of the mind" and where you do it in truth and in the good confidence 
that only God's commandments apply to you - what do you want to be led astray by those who try to 
instill fear of damnation in you and tell you: "You must let yourselves be circumcised, otherwise you 
cannot be saved"? And so you would be tempted to walk in the flesh, to be circumcised? - Do you 
think by this you mean to have established a solemn covenant in your flesh, to have imprinted a seal, 
that you will no longer do the lusts of the flesh but the commands of God? - So you want many things, 
seek many things, and let many things be imposed on you; today it should go this way today, 
tomorrow differently; today it is not done well, tomorrow it should go better;- and always the whole 
of existence must be reconciled. The consequence would be that you would let yourselves be taken 
to each other daily, weekly, monthly, yearly, under a carnal covenant of oath and duty, under the oath 
of resolutions, of obligations, of rules of sanctification, of mortifications of the flesh, of precautions, 
of commandments of love, of criticism of works, of celebration of days, of bondage to false apostles, 
and of self-willed abstinence from what God created, so that we may enjoy it with moderation and 
thanksgiving; and in this way you would trample underfoot all the commandments of God and the 
blood of the New Testament, shaming the Spirit of Grace in which you were sanctified, while you 
were prescribed law upon law, rule upon rule, commandment upon commandment. 

Dearly beloved, I have reproached you as to the law with us; I have reproached you as to the law. 
We will have to let this remain, so that we may condemn sin, execute it, or become its masters in the 
flesh; in one, the Son of God, who came in the flesh, Jesus Christ, who fulfilled the Law in his inmost 
being. In his flesh, sin, the devil and death are executed; therefore, the God of all righteousness has 
brought His righteousness in our iniquity, His grace in our sin. And he who believes in God who 
justifies the wicked is righteous; faith is counted to him as righteousness. The law aimed at the good 
deeds of Christ. The law's focus is Christ to every believer. 

Now then, he who is of Jesus' faith does not keep the "do this" in order to rid himself of sin; for 
this striving is sin; and it is sinful deceit for a man to think that he should, he must, he can do 
something by the grace of Christ; he is not so carnal as to be sold under sin as I have described to you 
of myself; and thinks he still has the "do this" precisely because it is spiritual to be filled with his 
doing and not by faith of Christ alone. If he is a son, he is heir and not servant; only those who are 
driven by the Spirit of God are children of God. - It is precisely the knowledge of the spirituality of 
the law and of our departing from God that drives the soul out that it has neither rest nor peace, until 
it knows that it is right between itself and the law, according to the spirit of holiness. And it is right 
with us, it is right with us, it is right with the law, - when we believe, always believe, only believe, 
that is, do not walk according to the flesh and theologize, but walk according to the Spirit; when we 
believe that we have fellowship with Him, whose death is our departure from sin, whose resurrection 
is our life, what we live according to God, and whose death is the death of death; To have fellowship 
in Him, whom God made sin for us, and in whom sin is thus executed and covered in the sight of 
God, so that there is no more sin in his Jacob; to have fellowship in Him, who by his faith, having 
brought God to himself with impunity through the eternal Spirit, fills the law, that the law might be 
fulfilled in us in the same spirit of Christ's faith. 
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Whoever has this spirit, it is his. Whoever is his own has His fruit, the fruit of this Spirit: His 
sanctification, and the end: eternal life. Against such there is no law. - If ye be his, ye shall believe 
that ye have stripped the old man of his efficacy: and he that believeth believeth shall believe. He that 
hath learned Christianity is taught in him as it is truth in Jesus, that he is renewed in the spirit of his 
mind, and that he hath put on the new man, which is created after God in righteousness and in the 
wholeness of truth. 
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